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Spanning two and a half millennia, Anthony Pagden’s mesmerizing Worlds at War delves deep into the roots
of the “clash of civilizations” between East and West that has always been a battle over ideas, and whose
issues have never been more urgent.

Worlds At War begins in the ancient world, where Greece saw its fight against the Persian Empire as one
between freedom and slavery, between monarchy and democracy, between individuality and the worship of
men as gods. Here, richly rendered, are the crucial battle of Marathon, considered the turning point of Greek
and European history; the heroic attempt by the Greeks to turn the Persians back at Thermopylae; and
Salamis, one of the greatest naval battles of all time, which put an end to the Persian threat forever.

From there Pagden’s story sweeps to Rome, which created the modern concepts of citizenship and the rule of
law. Rome’s leaders believed those they conquered to be free, while the various peoples of the East persisted
in seeing their subjects as property. Pagden dramatizes the birth of Christianity in the East and its use in the
West as an instrument of government, setting the stage for what would become, and has remained, a global
battle of the secular against the sacred. Then Islam, at first ridiculed in Christian Europe, drives Pope Urban
II to launch the Crusades, which transform the relationship between East and West into one of competing
religious beliefs.

Modern times bring a first world war, which among its many murky aims seeks to redesign the Muslim
world by force. In our own era, Muslims now find themselves in unwelcoming Western societies, while the
West seeks to enforce democracy and its own secular values through occupation in the East. Pagden ends on
a cautionary note, warning that terrorism and war will continue as long as sacred and secular remain
confused in the minds of so many.
Eye-opening and compulsively readable, Worlds at War is a stunning work of history and a triumph of
modern scholarship. It is bound to become the definitive work on the reasons behind the age-old and still
escalating struggle that, more than any other, has come to define the modern world–a book for anyone
seeking to know why “we came to be the way we are.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Branson:

This Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West
without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be
worry Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West can bring when you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Francisco Gentry:

Here thing why that Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and
West giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no book that similar with Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West. It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West in e-book can be
your alternative.

Ray Chung:

The reason? Because this Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Dorothy Stanek:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't



work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Worlds at War: The 2,500-Year Struggle Between East and West why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.
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