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Time Commences in Xibalbá tells the story of a violent village crisis in Guatemala sparked by the return of a
prodigal son, Pascual. He had been raised tough by a poor, single mother in the village before going off with
the military. When Pascual comes back, he is changed—both scarred and “enlightened” by his experiences.
To his eyes, the village has remained frozen in time. After experiencing alternative cultures in the wider
world, he finds that he is both comforted and disgusted by the village’s lingering “indigenous”
characteristics.

De Lión manages to tell this volatile story by blending several modes, moods, and voices so that the novel
never falls into the expected narrative line. It wrenches the reader’s sense of time and identity by refusing the
conventions of voice and character to depict a new, multi-layered periphery. This novel demands that we
leave preconceptions about indigenous culture at the front cover and be ready to come out the other side not
only with a completely different understanding of indigeneity in Latin America, but also with a much wider
understanding of how supposedly peripheral peoples actually impact the modern world.

The first translation into English of this thought-provoking novel includes a conluding essay by the translator
suggesting that a helpful approach for the reader might be to see the work as enacting the never-quite-there
poetics of translation underlying Guatemala’s indigenous heart. An afterword by Arturo Arias, the leading
thinker on Indigenous modernities in Guatemala, offers important approaches to interpreting this challenging
novel by showing how Guatemala’s colonial legacy cannot escape its racial overtones and sexual undertones
as the nation-state struggles to find a suitable place in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Trevino:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book Time Commences in Xibalbá (Sun Tracks) was making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide Time Commences in Xibalbá (Sun Tracks) is not only giving you far more
new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Time Commences in Xibalbá (Sun
Tracks). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Clifford Stoner:

This Time Commences in Xibalbá (Sun Tracks) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Time
Commences in Xibalbá (Sun Tracks) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Time Commences in Xibalbá (Sun Tracks) can bring
when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even phone. This Time Commences in Xibalbá (Sun Tracks) having great arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Margaret Holt:

The e-book untitled Time Commences in Xibalbá (Sun Tracks) is the guide that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Time Commences in Xibalbá (Sun Tracks) from the publisher to make you
a lot more enjoy free time.

Jeff Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Time Commences in
Xibalbá (Sun Tracks).
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