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Hitler’s attempt to murder all of Europe’s Jews almost succeeded. One reason it fell short of its nefarious
goal was the work of brave non-Jews who sheltered their fellow citizens. In most countries under German
control, those who rescued Jews risked imprisonment and death. In Poland, home to more Jews than any
other country at the start of World War II and location of six German-built death camps, the punishment was
immediate execution.

            This book tells the stories of Polish Holocaust survivors and their rescuers. The authors traveled
extensively in the United States and Poland to interview some of the few remaining participants before their
generation is gone. Tammeus and Cukierkorn unfold many stories that have never before been made public:
gripping narratives of Jews who survived against all odds and courageous non-Jews who risked their own
lives to provide shelter.

            These are harrowing accounts of survival and bravery. Maria Devinki lived for more than two years
under the floors of barns. Felix Zandman sought refuge from Anna Puchalska for a night, but she pledged to
hide him for the whole war if necessary—and eventually hid several Jews for seventeen months in a pit dug
beneath her house. And when teenage brothers Zygie and Sol Allweiss hid behind hay bales in the Dudzik
family’s barn one day when the Germans came, they were alarmed to learn the soldiers weren’t there
searching for Jews, but to seize hay. But Zofia Dudzik successfully distracted them, and she and her husband
insisted the boys stay despite the danger to their own family.

            Through some twenty stories like these, Tammeus and Cukierkorn show that even in an atmosphere
of unimaginable malevolence, individuals can decide to act in civilized ways. Some rescuers had antisemitic
feelings but acted because they knew and liked individual Jews. In many cases, the rescuers were simply
helping friends or business associates. The accounts include the perspectives of men and women, city and
rural residents, clergy and laypersons—even children who witnessed their parents’ efforts.

            These stories show that assistance from non-Jews was crucial, but also that Jews needed ingenuity,
sometimes money, and most often what some survivors called simple good luck. Sixty years later, they invite
each of us to ask what we might do today if we were at risk—or were asked to risk our lives to save others.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book They Were Just People: Stories of
Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Muriel Carpenter:

This They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust usually are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this They Were Just People: Stories
of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust can be one of several great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in
Poland During the Holocaust giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Mildred McConkey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this They Were Just People: Stories of
Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt
They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust as good book not merely by the
cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Vincent Mickens:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland
During the Holocaust can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing



more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have They Were Just People:
Stories of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust.
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