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A leading Supreme Court expert recounts the personal and philosophical rivalries that forged our
nation's highest court and continue to shape our daily lives

The Supreme Court is the most mysterious branch of government, and yet the Court is at root a human
institution, made up of very bright people with very strong egos, for whom political and judicial conflicts
often become personal.

In this compelling work of character-driven history, Jeffrey Rosen recounts the history of the Court through
the personal and philosophical rivalries on the bench that transformed the law—and by extension, our lives.
The story begins with the great Chief Justice John Marshall and President Thomas Jefferson, cousins from
the Virginia elite whose differing visions of America set the tone for the Court's first hundred years. The tale
continues after the Civil War with Justices John Marshall Harlan and Oliver Wendell Holmes, who clashed
over the limits of majority rule. Rosen then examines the Warren Court era through the lens of the liberal
icons Hugo Black and William O. Douglas, for whom personality loomed larger than ideology. He concludes
with a pairing from our own era, the conservatives William H. Rehnquist and Antonin Scalia, only one of
whom was able to build majorities in support of his views.

Through these four rivalries, Rosen brings to life the perennial conflict that has animated the
Court—between those justices guided by strong ideology and those who forge coalitions and adjust to new
realities. He illuminates the relationship between judicial temperament and judicial success or failure. The
stakes are nothing less than the future of American jurisprudence.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Sanchez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Supreme
Court: The Personalities and Rivalries That Defined America? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Charles Valentine:

This book untitled The Supreme Court: The Personalities and Rivalries That Defined America to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it through online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your
list.

Jeff Jaco:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Supreme Court: The Personalities and
Rivalries That Defined America is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lydia Donaldson:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Supreme Court: The Personalities
and Rivalries That Defined America can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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