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Chronicles the development of a framework for collective impact in education through the perspectives of its
founders and lessons learned from pioneering sites.

In 2006, Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky had been suffering from many of the same challenges facing
metro regions across the country. Despite significant investments in education from the public and private
sectors, outcomes were alarming: Kindergarten readiness was below fifty percent, and nearly half of the
students in the Cincinnati Public Schools were dropping out before high school graduation. Fortunately, a
diverse group of community leaders across sectors was exploring a transformative approach to improving
education as a system. This gathering of leaders was the genesis of the StrivePartnership, which served as the
inspiration for the theory of collective impact. Together, these partners are building a cradle-to-career civic
infrastructure based on the idea that everyone in a community has a stake in the success of every child.

This book chronicles the early stages of this ongoing journey from the perspective of the founding chair and
director of this work, drawing upon lessons from Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky and four other pioneering
local partnerships. The experiences captured in these five regions helped lay the foundation for the
StriveTogether Cradle to Career Network, a national community of practice on the cutting edge of social
change.

“I have always held that education is the responsibility of the entire community—not just the schools.
StriveTogether’s experience shows that it is possible to drive the systemic change we need. I recommend this
book to all who are looking for a community-wide roadmap to a better future for our children.” — Richard
W. Riley, former US Secretary of Education

“No one sector can tackle society’s challenges alone. Striving Together’s practical guide offers excellent
tools for leaders in all sectors to use in creating collaborative solutions to improve education and outcomes
for children. It’s inspiring to see communities coming together to create opportunities for all children with a
cradle-to-career approach.” — Stacey D. Stewart, US President, United Way Worldwide

“History provides many examples of efforts to help whole communities to thrive. Collective impact is the
latest and most promising idea for how to get it done, and StriveTogether is the leading example on the
ground. This book is a welcome contribution, representing the state of the art!” — Ronald F. Ferguson,
Faculty Co-Chair and Director, the Achievement Gap Initiative at Harvard University; Faculty Co-Director,
Pathways to Prosperity at the Harvard Graduate School of Education

Jeff Edmondson is Managing Director of KnowledgeWorks subsidiary StriveTogether and was the founding
Director of the StrivePartnership.

Nancy L. Zimpher is Chancellor of the State University of New York and Chair of the StriveTogether
National Advisory Board.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Garber:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Striving Together: Early Lessons in Achieving Collective Impact in
Education book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer involving Striving Together: Early Lessons in Achieving Collective Impact
in Education content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Striving
Together: Early Lessons in Achieving Collective Impact in Education is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Jose Suh:

The knowledge that you get from Striving Together: Early Lessons in Achieving Collective Impact in
Education may be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Striving Together: Early
Lessons in Achieving Collective Impact in Education giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of Striving Together: Early Lessons in Achieving Collective Impact in
Education instantly.

Anthony Jarrard:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Striving Together: Early Lessons in Achieving Collective
Impact in Education as the daily resource information.

Michael Ogden:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you



examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Striving Together:
Early Lessons in Achieving Collective Impact in Education, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.
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