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Language is not fixed, but evolves over time, and exploring the routes taken by the words can lead us on
fascinating journeys. How to Read a Word, written by the noted lexicographer Elizabeth Knowles, shows us
how to explore the origins, associations, and evolution of words, focusing in particular on two points: what
questions can be asked about a word? And how can they be answered?

How to Read a Word offers clear guidance on how to explore the various aspects of words, with chapters on
pronunciation, spelling, date of first use, etymology, regional distribution, and meaning, all spiced with
intriguing examples. For instance, Knowles offers a fascinating account of how the word "scientist"
originated in a public debate in 1834, explains The Economist's jocular suggestion that "fish and chips" be
spelled "ghoti and tchoghs," and weighs in on the "nuclear-nucular" controversy. Knowles also discusses the
ever-expanding range of sources available to the curious word-hunter, from general and specialist
dictionaries to websites devoted to areas of language, from Project Gutenberg and Google Book Search to
various online newspaper archives. Knowles shows readers how to use this sometimes overwhelming mass
of resources to get the best result, and how best to interpret the evidence retrieved. We learn, for example,
how to use Google News to search the phrase "thin as a " as used today, uncovering hundreds of variants,
from "thin as a supermodel" to "thin as a lizard."

Thought-provoking and practical, this guide provides readers with the essential tools to confidently
interrogate the words by which we are surrounded. How to Read a Word is the perfect gift for anyone who is
fascinated by the development and intricacies of the English language.
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From reader reviews:

Stephan Partin:

Here thing why this particular How to Read a Word are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading
a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. How to Read a Word giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no guide that similar with How to Read a Word. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of How to Read a Word
in e-book can be your alternative.

Valerie Garrison:

This How to Read a Word usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this How to Read a Word can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this How to Read a Word forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Edgar Villanueva:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled How to Read a Word can be great book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Jeff Jones:

You can get this How to Read a Word by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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