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The First World War is tremendously significant to India's history. Largely considered a European war, it
actually involved the participation of more than a hundred countries, allowing for it to be also known as, The
Great War. In 1914, it was thought by Indian political leaders, that offering support to the British would
further the cause of India's independence. Accordingly, Indian soldiers were sent to fight alongside the
British in Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq), Egypt, Palestine, France, Aden, Belgium, East Africa, Gallipoli
and Salonika. About twenty-five princely states contributed over 26,000 combatants. The Dalai Lama
offered his support through Tibetan troops, and Gurkhas were deployed from Nepal as well. They
accompanied Britain's soldiers in the artillery, cavalry, infantry, engineers, signals service, sappers, and
miners, arms of the army. Indian services to Britain extended to the Royal Navy as well as the Queen
Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service.

Indian troops who fought in Europe, had stepped outside their homeland, across the kala pani, for the first
time. The sophistication of the artillery used abroad, required remarkable adaptation on the part of the
soldiers. The drastically different landscape and colder weather was a shock as well. Socially too, they felt
displaced among the Europeans, with their vastly different cultures and mannerisms. This was a very new
scenario for Indian men; to fight side-by-side the people who were their colonizers back home. Though the
Indian combatants received care matching their British counterparts, a close eye was kept on their outings,
making them feel trapped. The entire experience of fighting overseas was culturally alienating for many
Indians, as mentioned in their letters home, which were also often subject to military censorship.

Though mentally ill equipped to deal with an emotional and physical relocation as vast as this, Indian
soldiers fought valiantly. Inder Singh, in a letter back home from the Somme in September 1916, wrote, 'It is
quite impossible that I should return alive. [But] don't be grieved at my death, because I shall die arms in
hand, wearing the warrior's clothes. This is the most happy death that anyone can die'. By the end of the war,
about 60,000 troops from India had fought for Britain. Eleven Victoria Crosses were awarded and over
13,000 gallantry medals were earned. Despite India backing it s efforts during the Great War, Britain s denial
to grant India independence, created conflict and unrest among Indians, leading to the beginning of the
uprising for independence. The author, Captain Amarinder Singh is himself a product of the Indian army. He
served as ADC to the GOC-in-C, Western Command, during the 1965 war with Pakistan. A published
military historian, he painstakingly retraces the footsteps of the Indian battalions during the First World War,
using official battle details, war diaries, and maps.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

The book with title Honour and Fidelity: India's Military Contributions to the Great War 1914-18 contains a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Jerald Elliott:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a guide. The book Honour and Fidelity: India's Military Contributions to the Great
War 1914-18 it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Anthony Parker:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is Honour and Fidelity: India's Military Contributions to the Great War 1914-18.

Ena Clark:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Honour and Fidelity: India's Military Contributions to the Great War 1914-18 offer you a new experience in
studying a book.
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