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From one of our most distinguished historians, a new examination of the vitally important years of
Emancipation and Reconstruction during and immediately following the Civil War–a necessary
reconsideration that emphasizes the era’s political and cultural meaning for today’s America.

In Forever Free, Eric Foner overturns numerous assumptions growing out of the traditional understanding of
the period, which is based almost exclusively on white sources and shaped by (often unconscious) racism.
He presents the period as a time of determination, especially on the part of recently emancipated black
Americans, to put into effect the principles of equal rights and citizenship for all.

Drawing on a wide range of long-neglected documents, he places a new emphasis on the centrality of the
black experience to an understanding of the era. We see African Americans as active agents in overthrowing
slavery, in helping win the Civil War, and–even more actively–in shaping Reconstruction and creating a
legacy long obscured and misunderstood. Foner makes clear how, by war’s end, freed slaves in the South
built on networks of church and family in order to exercise their right of suffrage as well as gain access to
education, land, and employment.

He shows us that the birth of the Ku Klux Klan and renewed acts of racial violence were retaliation for the
progress made by blacks soon after the war. He refutes lingering misconceptions about Reconstruction,
including the attribution of its ills to corrupt African American politicians and “carpetbaggers,” and connects
it to the movements for civil rights and racial justice.

Joshua Brown’s illustrated commentary on the era’s graphic art and photographs complements the narrative.
He offers a unique portrait of how Americans envisioned their world and time.

Forever Free is an essential contribution to our understanding of the events that fundamentally reshaped
American life after the Civil War–a persuasive reading of history that transforms our sense of the era from a
time of failure and despair to a threshold of hope and achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Griffith:

This Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and
Reconstruction can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jim Martin:

The particular book Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction has a lot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Joan Naylor:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Benita Newton:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction when you needed it?
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