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Published in 1913, Thomas Mann's Death in Venice is one of the most widely read novellas in any language.
In the 1970s, Benjamin Britten adapted it into an opera, and Lucchino Visconti turned it into a successful
film. Reading these works from a philosophical perspective, Philip Kitcher connects the predicament of the
novella's central character to Western thought's most compelling questions.

In Mann's story, the author Gustav von Aschenbach becomes captivated by an adolescent boy, first seen on
the lido in Venice, the eventual site of Aschenbach's own death. Mann works through central concerns about
how to live, explored with equal intensity by his German predecessors, Schopenhauer and Nietzsche. Kitcher
considers how Mann's, Britten's, and Visconti's treatments illuminate the tension between social and ethical
values and an artist's sensitivity to beauty. Each work asks whether a life devoted to self-sacrifice in the
pursuit of lasting achievements can be sustained, and whether the breakdown of discipline undercuts its
worth. Haunted by the prospect of his death, Aschenbach also helps reflect on whether it is possible to
achieve anything in full awareness of our finitude and in knowing our successes are always incomplete.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Deaths in Venice: The Cases of Gustav von Aschenbach
(Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures).

Melvin Belknap:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Deaths in Venice: The Cases of Gustav von
Aschenbach (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Marla Brinker:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Deaths in Venice: The Cases of Gustav von Aschenbach (Leonard Hastings Schoff
Lectures) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal
all of you.

Richard Mason:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Deaths in Venice: The Cases of Gustav
von Aschenbach (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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