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Candide is a French satire by Voltaire, a philosopher of the Age of Enlightenment. It begins with a young
man, Candide, who is living a sheltered life in an Edenic paradise and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian
optimism (or simply Optimism) by his mentor, Pangloss. The work describes the abrupt cessation of this
lifestyle, followed by Candide's slow, painful disillusionment as he witnesses and experiences great
hardships in the world. Voltaire concludes with Candide, if not rejecting optimism outright, advocating a
deeply practical precept, "we must cultivate our garden", in lieu of the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss, "all is
for the best in the best of all possible worlds".

Candide is characterized by its sarcastic tone, as well as by its erratic, fantastical and fast-moving plot. A
picaresque novel it parodies many adventure and romance clichés, the struggles of which are caricatured in a
tone that is mordantly matter-of-fact. Still, the events discussed are often based on historical happenings,
such as the Seven Years' War and the 1755 Lisbon earthquake. As philosophers of Voltaire's day contended
with the problem of evil, so too does Candide in this short novel, albeit more directly and humorously.
Voltaire ridicules religion, theologians, governments, armies, philosophies, and philosophers through
allegory; most conspicuously, he assaults Leibniz and his optimism.

As expected by Voltaire, Candide has enjoyed both great success and great scandal. Immediately after its
secretive publication, the book was widely banned because it contained religious blasphemy, political
sedition and intellectual hostility hidden under a thin veil of naïveté. However, with its sharp wit and
insightful portrayal of the human condition, the novel has since inspired many later authors and artists to
mimic and adapt it. Today, Candide is recognized as Voltaire's magnum opus and is often listed as part of the
Western canon; it is arguably taught more than any other work of French literature. It was listed as one of
The 100 Most Influential Books Ever Written.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

This Candide are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation
of this Candide can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Candide forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Jennifer Buster:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Candide can give you a lot of close friends
because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Candide.

Jose Johnson:

You will get this Candide by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written
or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Louise Denison:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Candide. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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