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Charles Darwin published his monumental treatise The Origin of Species in 1859. It has proved to be a major
contribution to scientific theory but highly contentious as well. In the United States, more than in any other
country, Darwin's theory of evolution became, and remains, a matter of "political" controversy, from the
famous "monkey trial" of 1925 to efforts, even in the 21st century, to diminish its influence in American
public schools.

Many people think of the Darwinian disputes as a matter of science versus religion. This book looks back to
the first half-century or so of the Darwinian reception in the United States and portrays a much more
complex situation. It shows that among many religious thinkers evolution received a welcome and formed
the basis of a "new theology." The Evolutionists reminds us that America's most prominent scientist
furnished a thoroughgoing criticism of Darwin.

The Evolutionists has a special feature in its chapter structure. After examining the pre-Darwinian world of
European science and then reviewing the career of Darwin, it offers pairings of American thinkers in the
several categories of American thought where Darwinian ideas had their largest impact. Thus, reviewing the
scientific reception of Darwin it compares Louis Agassiz and Asa Gray; among Orthodox Protestants
Charles Hodge and James McCosh; in Protestant Liberalism, Henry Ward Beecher and John Bascom. It
reviews evolution's impact on American sociology through William Graham Sumner and Lester Frank Ward,
and on feminism, the ideas of Charlotte Perkins Gilman and Eliza Burt Gamble. A chapter on Methodologies
pairs Thorstein Veblen with Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., and the concluding chapter on philosophy examines
William James and John Dewey.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Chestnut:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Evolutionists: American Thinkers Confront Charles
Darwin, 1860-1920 (Critical Issues in American History). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Evolutionists: American Thinkers Confront
Charles Darwin, 1860-1920 (Critical Issues in American History). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Dorothy Stanek:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Evolutionists: American Thinkers Confront Charles Darwin, 1860-1920 (Critical Issues in American
History), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Kent Ibarra:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Evolutionists: American Thinkers
Confront Charles Darwin, 1860-1920 (Critical Issues in American History) can be great book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Clyde Traynor:

The particular book The Evolutionists: American Thinkers Confront Charles Darwin, 1860-1920 (Critical
Issues in American History) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.
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