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Amateur hour has arrived, and the audience is running the show

In a hard-hitting and provocative polemic, Silicon Valley insider and pundit Andrew Keen exposes the grave
consequences of today’ s new participatory Web 2.0 and reveals how it threatens our values, economy, and
ultimately the very innovation and creativity that forms the fabric of American achievement.

Our most valued cultural institutions, Keen warns—our professional newspapers, magazines, music, and
movies—are being overtaken by an avalanche of amateur, user-generated free content. Advertising revenue
is being siphoned off by free classified ads on sites like Craigdlist; television networks are under attack from
free user-generated programming on Y ouTube and the like; file-sharing and digital piracy have devastated
the multibillion-dollar music business and threaten to undermine our movie industry. Worse, Keen claims,
our “cut-and-paste” online culture—in which intellectual property is freely swapped, downloaded, remashed,
and aggregated—threatens over 200 years of copyright protection and intellectual property rights, robbing
artists, authors, journalists, musicians, editors, and producers of the fruits of their creative labors.

In today’ s self-broadcasting culture, where amateurism is celebrated and anyone with an opinion, however
ill-informed, can publish a blog, post avideo on Y ouTube, or change an entry on Wikipedia, the distinction
between trained expert and uninformed amateur becomes dangerously blurred. When anonymous bloggers
and videographers, unconstrained by professional standards or editorial filters, can alter the public debate
and manipulate public opinion, truth becomes a commodity to be bought, sold, packaged, and reinvented.

The very anonymity that the Web 2.0 offers calls into question the reliability of the information we receive
and creates an environment in which sexual predators and identity thieves can roam free. While no
Luddite—Keen pioneered severa Internet startups himself—he urges us to consider the consequences of
blindly supporting a culture that endorses plagiarism and piracy and that fundamentally weakens traditional
media and creative institutions.

Offering concrete solutions on how we can reign in the free-wheeling, narcissistic atmosphere that pervades
the Web, THE CULT OF THE AMATEUR isawake-up call to each and every one of us.
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From reader reviews:
Amy Sims:

Here thing why this specific The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, Y ouTube, and the rest of
today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture, and our values are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which isthe content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace,

Y ouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture, and our
values giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
guide that similar with The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, Y ouTube, and the rest of today's
user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture, and our values. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, YouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media are
destroying our economy, our culture, and our values in e-book can be your option.

Michelle Dewees:

This The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, Y ouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media
are destroying our economy, our culture, and our values is great reserve for you because the content and that
isfull of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentencesinsideit. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Cult of the
Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, Y ouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media are destroying our
economy, our culture, and our values in your hand like having the world in your arm, detailsin it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but
this book already do that. So, thisreadlly is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you till
doubt that will?

Michelle Seidl:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs,
MySpace, Y ouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture,
and our values which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.



James Coles:

This The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, Y ouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media
are destroying our economy, our culture, and our values is brand-new way for you who has attention to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Cult of the
Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, Y ouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media are destroying our
economy, our culture, and our values can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get ssmply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them fedl sleepy
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especialy thisone. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you actualy. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life along with knowledge.
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