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On August 3rd, 1976, in Cordoba, Argentinas second largest city, Fr. James Week and five seminarians from
the Missionaries of La Salette were kidnapped. A mob burst into the house they shared, claiming to be police
looking for subversive fighters. The seminarians were jailed and tortured for two months before eventually
being exiled to the United States. The perpetrators were part of the Argentine military government that took
power under President General Jorge Videla in 1976, ostensibly to fight Communism in the name of
Christian Civilization. Videla claimed to lead a Catholic government, yet the government killed and
persecuted many Catholics as part of Argentinas infamous Dirty War. Critics claim that the Church did
nothing to alleviate the situation, even serving as an accomplice to the dictators. Leaders of the Church have
claimed they did not fully know what was going on, and that they tried to help when they could. Gustavo
Morello draws on interviews with victims of forced disappearance, documents from the state and the Church,
field observation, and participant observation in order to provide a deeper view of the relationship between
Catholicism and state terrorism during Argentinas Dirty War. Morello uses the case of the seminarians to
explore the complex relationship between Catholic faith and political violence during the Dirty War-a
relationship that has received renewed attention since Argentinas own Jorge Mario Bergoglio became Pope
Francis. Unlike in countries such as Chile and Brazil, Argentinas political violence was seen as an acceptable
tool in propagating political involvement; both the guerrillas and the military government were able to gain
popular support. Morello examines how the Argentine government deployed a discourse of Catholicism to
justify the violence that it imposed on Catholics and how the official Catholic hierarchy in Argentina
rationalized their silence in the face of this violence. Most interestingly, Morello investigates how Catholic
victims of state violence and their supporters understood their own faith in this complicated context: what it
meant to be Catholic under Argentinas dictatorship.
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From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Catholic Church and
Argentinas Dirty War? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have other opinion?

Sharyl Nettles:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Catholic Church and Argentinas Dirty War why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Tom Tucker:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Catholic Church and Argentinas Dirty War as
well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Catholic Church and Argentinas Dirty War to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.

Wanda Sousa:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book The
Catholic Church and Argentinas Dirty War. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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