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St. Patrick's Hall Schools, the creation of the Benevolent Irish Society (BIS), was the first modern school in
Newfoundland. No ordinary educational establishment, it played a primary part in raising the Catholic young
men of St. John's from the degrading poverty that was their lot in the early 19th century to economic
affluence and to positions of importance in society in the 20th century.
In Newfoundland itself, St. Pat's, as it was known played a seminal role in transforming the primitive social
and economic structure that existed in Newfoundland in the 19th century into the sophisticated society of the
present. It did this by developing educated, responsible citizens who were capable of providing the
infrastructure that made this transformation possible.
Newfoundland owes a debt of gratitude to the BIS, which inspired and financed St. Pat's, as well as to the
Christian Brothers who were the main architects of its development.

A native of St. John's, Br. Joseph B. Darcy is uniquely placed to write the history of this illustrious institute.
His family history is intertwined with that of the school. His grandfather graduated in 1861 while it was still
called The Orphan Asylum School, and served as a pupil monitor. HIs father attended St. Pat's and acheived
the distinction of being the school's 'head boy' in his final year, 1904. Still later, as treasurer of teh BIS for
many years, he was responsible for overseeing the financial support which the Society provided for the
school.

While Br. Darcy did not himself attend St. Pat's, his position on the American Provincial Council of the
Christian Brothers during the 1960s gave him a close view of the St. John's Catholic schools during that
turbulent period. His later position on the General Council of the Brothers in Rome provided him with the
unique opportunity of studying the voluminous correspondence that went back and forth between the early
Brothers in Newfoundland and teh General Council of the period., depicting vivdily the many trials and
challenges that these Brithers faced. The fact that he is now living at Mount St. Francis, where the Canadian
archives of teh Brothers are located, has enabled him to study much correspondence and other information
which would normally be unavailble to reserachers.
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From reader reviews:

Ignacio Lewis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This St. Patrick's Hall
Schools: 1826 - 1999 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Carman Robertson:

This book untitled St. Patrick's Hall Schools: 1826 - 1999 to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Calvin Lee:

St. Patrick's Hall Schools: 1826 - 1999 can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing St. Patrick's Hall Schools: 1826 - 1999 however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Violet Shook:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like St. Patrick's Hall
Schools: 1826 - 1999 which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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