
South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence
Massillon Keitt, 1824-1864

Holt Merchant

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1611173493
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1611173493
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1611173493


South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillon
Keitt, 1824-1864

Holt Merchant

South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillon Keitt, 1824-1864 Holt Merchant
South Carolina Fire-Eater is the first book-length biography of Laurence Massillon Keitt, one of South
Carolina's most notorious advocates of secession and apologists for African American slavery. A politician
who wanted to be a statesman, a Hotspur who wanted to be a distinguished military leader, Keitt was a U. S.
congressman in the 1850s, signed the Ordinance of Secession, and represented his rebellious state in the
Confederate Congress in 1861. Through this thoroughly researched volume, Holt Merchant offers a
comprehensive history of an important South Carolina figure.

As a congressman, Keitt was responsible for no legislation of any significance, but he was in the midst of
every southern crusade to assert its "rights": to make Kansas a slave state, to annex Cuba, and to enact a
territorial slave code. In a generation of politicians famous for fiery rhetoric, Keitt was among the most
provocative southerners. His speeches in Congress and on the stump vituperated "Black Republicans" and
were filled with references to medieval knight errantry, "lance couched, helmet on, visor down," and threats
to "split the Federal temple from turret to foundation stone."

His conception of personal honor and his hot temper frequently landed him in trouble in and out of public
view. He acted as "fender off" in May 1855 when his fellow representative Preston Brooks caned Charles
Sumner on the Senate floor. In 1858 he instigated a brawl on the floor of the House of Representatives that
involved some three dozen congressmen. Amid the chaos of his personal brand of politics, Keitt found time
to woo and wed a beautiful, intelligent, and politically astute plantation belle who after his death restored the
family fortune and worked to embellish her late husband's place in history.

After Abraham Lincoln was elected president, Keitt and the rest of the South Carolina delegation resigned
their seats in Congress. He then negotiated unsuccessfully the surrender of Fort Sumter with lame-duck
president James Buchanan, played a major role in the December 1860 Secession Convention that led his state
out of the Union, and a lesser role in the convention that formed the Confederacy. Bored with his position as
a member of the Confederate Congress, Keitt resigned his seat and raised the 20th South Carolina Infantry.

Keitt spent most of the war defending Charleston Harbor, sometime commanding Battery Wagner, the site of
the July 18, 1863, assault by the 54th Massachusetts Regiment of African American troops, made famous by
the movie Glory. Keitt took command the day after that battle and was the last man out of the battery when
his troops abandoned it in September 1863. In May 1864, his regiment joined the Army of Northern Virginia
and Keitt took command of Kershaw's Brigade. Inexperienced in leading troops on the battlefield he
launched a head-long attack on entrenched Federal cavalry in the June 1, 1864, Battle of Cold Harbor. Keitt
was mortally wounded advancing in the vanguard of his brigade. With that last act of bravado, Keitt
distinguished himself. He was among the few fire-eater politicians to serve in the military and was likely the
only one to perish in combat defending the Confederacy.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

The e-book with title South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillon Keitt, 1824-1864 has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Robert Brown:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life
of Laurence Massillon Keitt, 1824-1864, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Meagan Shaffer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life
of Laurence Massillon Keitt, 1824-1864 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillon Keitt, 1824-1864 as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal
with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Christopher Sanchez:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for you
is South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillon Keitt, 1824-1864 this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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