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In this study of devotional hagiographical texts and contemporary ritual performances of the Shi'a of
Hyderabad, India, Karen Ruffle demonstrates how traditions of sainthood and localized cultural values shape
gender roles. Ruffle focuses on the annual mourning assemblies held on 7 Muharram to commemorate the
battlefield wedding of Fatimah Kubra and her warrior-bridegroom Qasem, who was martyred in 680 C.E. at
the battle of Karbala, Iraq, before their marriage was consummated.

Ruffle argues that hagiography, an important textual tradition in Islam, plays a dynamic role in constructing
the memory, piety, and social sensibilities of a Shi'i community. Through the Hyderabadi rituals that idealize
and venerate Qasem, Fatimah Kubra, and the other heroes of Karbala, a distinct form of sainthood is
produced. These saints, Ruffle explains, serve as socioethical role models and religious paragons whom Shi'i
Muslims aim to imitate in their everyday lives, improving their personal religious practice and social selves.
On a broader community level, Ruffle observes, such practices help generate and reinforce group identity,
shared ethics, and gendered sensibilities. By putting gender and everyday practice at the center of her study,
Ruffle challenges Shi'i patriarchal narratives that present only men as saints and brings to light typically
overlooked women's religious practices.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Parker:

The particular book Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic Civilization
and Muslim Networks) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you.
The book Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic Civilization and
Muslim Networks) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Janelle Smith:

The actual book Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic Civilization and
Muslim Networks) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

David Hester:

The book untitled Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic Civilization
and Muslim Networks) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary
works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Richard Swisher:

This Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic Civilization and Muslim
Networks) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice in South Asian Shi'ism
(Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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