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In 1987, E.L. Doctorow celebrated the Constitution's bicentennial by reading it. "It is five thousand words
long but reads like fifty thousand," he said. Distinguished legal scholar Garrett Epps--himself an award-
winning novelist--disagrees. It's about 7,500 words. And Doctorow "missed a good deal of high rhetoric,
many literary tropes, and even a trace of, if not wit, at least irony," he writes. Americans may venerate the
Constitution, "but all too seldom is it read."

In American Epic, Epps takes us through a complete reading of the Constitution--even the "boring" parts--to
achieve an appreciation of its power and a holistic understanding of what it says. In this book he seeks not to
provide a definitive interpretation, but to listen to the language and ponder its meaning. He draws on four
modes of reading: scriptural, legal, lyric, and epic. The Constitution's first three words, for example, sound
spiritual--but Epps finds them to be more aspirational than prayer-like. "Prayers are addressed to someone . .
. either an earthly king or a divine lord, and great care is taken to name the addressee. . . . This does the
reverse. The speaker is 'the people,' the words addressed to the world at large." He turns the Second
Amendment into a poem to illuminate its ambiguity. He notices oddities and omissions. The Constitution
lays out rules for presidential appointment of officers, for example, but not removal. Should the Senate
approve each firing? Can it withdraw its "advice and consent" and force a resignation? And he challenges
himself, as seen in his surprising discussion of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in light of Article 4,
which orders states to give "full faith and credit" to the acts of other states.

Wry, original, and surprising, American Epic is a scholarly and literary tour de force.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

The feeling that you get from American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular American Epic: Reading the
U.S. Constitution instantly.

Matthew Blackburn:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline American
Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in
this era. The book untitled American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitutionis the main one of several books
which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Raymond Albanese:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution can give
you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution.

Antonette Schneider:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually
American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution.
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