
The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral
Lore and Practices

Claude Lecouteux

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00E3UZ6WA
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00E3UZ6WA
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00E3UZ6WA


The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and
Practices

Claude Lecouteux

The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices Claude Lecouteux
Examines how the ancient customs of constructing and keeping a house formed a sacred bond between
homes and their inhabitants

• Shares many tales of house spirits, from cajoling the local land spirit into becoming one’s house spirit to
the good and bad luck bestowed by mischievous house elves

• Explains the meaning behind door and window placement, house orientation, horsehead gables, the
fireplace or hearth, and the threshold

• Reveals the charms, chants, prayers, and building practices used by our ancestors to bestow happiness and
prosperity upon their homes and their occupants

Why do we hang horseshoes for good luck or place wreaths on our doors? Why does the groom carry his
new bride over the threshold? These customs represent the last vestiges from a long, rich history of honoring
the spirits of our homes. They show that a house is more than a building: it is a living being with a body and
soul.

Examining the extensive traditions surrounding houses from medieval times to the present, Claude
Lecouteux reveals that, before we entered the current era of frequent moves and modular housing, moving
largely from the countryside into cities, humanity had an extremely sacred relationship with their homes and
all the spirits who lived there alongside them--from the spirit of the house itself to the mischievous elves,
fairies, and imps who visited, invited or not. He shows how every aspect of constructing and keeping a house
involved rites, ceremony, customs, and taboos to appease the spirits, including the choice of a building lot
and the very materials with which it was built. Uncovering the lost meaning behind door and window
placement, the hearth, and the threshold, Lecouteux shares many tales of house spirits, from the offerings
used to cajole the local land spirit into becoming the domestic house spirit to the good and bad luck bestowed
upon those who seek the help of the “Little Money Man.” He draws on studies and classic literature from old
Europe--from Celtic lands and Scandinavia to France and Germany to the far eastern borders of Europe and
into Russia--to explain the pagan roots behind many of these traditions.

Revealing our ancestors’ charms, prayers, and practices to bestow happiness and prosperity upon their
homes, Lecouteux shows that we can invite the spirits back into our houses, old or new, and restore the
sacred bond between home and inhabitant.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Lugo:

The book The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The Tradition of
Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices has simple shape however you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Morris Whitfield:

This The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry
The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices can bring when you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices having very good arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Thomas Baxter:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices book
is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer involving The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but
it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Tradition of Household Spirits:
Ancestral Lore and Practices is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jeanie Clark:

The publication with title The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside



new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.
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