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How will your life change when the supply of tantalum dries up? You may have never heard of this unusual
metal, but without it smartphones would be instantly less omniscient, video game systems would falter, and
laptops fail.  Tantalum is not alone.  Rhodium. Osmium. Niobium. Such refugees from the bottom of the
periodic table are key components of many consumer products like cell phones, hybrid car batteries, and flat
screen televisions, as well as sophisticated medical devices and even weapon systems. Their versatile
properties have led manufacturers to seek these elements out to maximize longevity, value, and efficiency,
but not without a human price.

In addition to explaining the chemistry behind rare earth metals, Rare delves into the economic and
geopolitical issues surrounding these “conflict minerals,” blending tales of financial and political struggles
with glimpses into the human lives that are shattered by the race to secure them. In the past decade, the
Congo has been ravaged by tribal wars fought to obtain control of tantalum, tungsten, and tin supplies in the
region, with over five million people dying at the crossroads of supply and demand. A burgeoning black
market in China, Africa, and India is propped up by school-age children retrieving and purifying these metals
while risking their lives and health in the process. Fears of future political struggles inside China, the world’s
largest supplier of these metals, have already sent the United States, Great Britain, and Japan racing to find
alternative sources.

Will scientists be able to create lab substitutes for some or all of these metals? Will Afghanistan be the next
big supplier of rare metals? What happens when the limited supply runs out? Whatever the answers, it is
clear that our modern lifestyle, dependent on technology, is far from stable.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Rare: The High-Stakes Race to Satisfy Our Need for
the Scarcest Metals on Earth will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suited book with you?

James Cooper:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Rare: The High-Stakes Race to
Satisfy Our Need for the Scarcest Metals on Earth guide written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Rare: The High-Stakes Race to Satisfy Our Need for the Scarcest Metals on Earth as good book not
merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Michael Becker:

The book untitled Rare: The High-Stakes Race to Satisfy Our Need for the Scarcest Metals on Earth contain
a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published
by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice read.

Carla Heyward:

This Rare: The High-Stakes Race to Satisfy Our Need for the Scarcest Metals on Earth is brand-new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this
Rare: The High-Stakes Race to Satisfy Our Need for the Scarcest Metals on Earth can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading



a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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