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Examines why public administration’s literature has failed to justify the profession’s legitimacy as an
instrument of governance.

 

 Michael Harmon employs the literary conceit of a Final Exam, first “written” in the early 1930s, in a
critique of the field’s answers to the legitimacy question. Because the assumptions that underwrite the
question preclude the possibility of a coherent answer, the exam should be canceled and its question
rewritten. Envisaging a public administration no longer hostage to the legitimacy question, Harmon explains
how the study and practice of public administration might proceed from adolescence to maturity. 

 

Drawing chiefly from pragmatist philosophy, he argues that despite the universal rejection of the
“politics/administration” dichotomy on factual grounds, the pseudo-problem of legitimacy nonetheless
persists in the guise of four related conceptual dualisms: 1) values and facts, 2) thinking and doing, 3) ends
and means, and 4) theory and practice. Collectively, these dualisms demand an impossible answer to the
practical question of how we might live, and govern, together in a world of radical uncertainty and
interdependence. Only by dissolving them can the legitimacy question (Woodrow Wilson’s ghost) finally be
banished, clearing away the theoretical debris that obscures a more vital and useful conception of
governance.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Roesch:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Public
Administration's Final Exam: A Pragmatist Restructuring of the Profession and the Discipline book as basic
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Catherine Acevedo:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Public Administration's Final Exam: A Pragmatist Restructuring of the
Profession and the Discipline as your daily resource information.

Gail Tate:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Public Administration's Final Exam: A
Pragmatist Restructuring of the Profession and the Discipline can give you a lot of good friends because by
you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Public Administration's Final Exam: A Pragmatist Restructuring of the Profession and
the Discipline.

Carmen Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Public Administration's Final Exam: A
Pragmatist Restructuring of the Profession and the Discipline.
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