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Vividly revealing the challenges faced by a group of migrant workers who eventually formed the multiracial
town of Randolph, Arizona, Not All Okies Are White is a brilliant, spellbinding celebration of the resilience
and adaptability of people too often ignored by history texts.

Recognizing the black exodus to the American West as an overlooked but integral chapter in American
history, Geta LeSeur fills the void by extending her research beyond the Mississippi River and the Mason-
Dixon line, examining close-up the personal lives of third- and fourth-generation descendants of pre-
Emancipation blacks. In this first full-length study to explore the migrant life of any nonwhite group within
the United States and the first to focus specifically on a primarily black town in the Southwest, LeSeur deftly
uncovers the stepping-stone pattern of black movement west of the Mississippi into Arkansas, Oklahoma,
and Texas, and consequent migrations to Arizona and California imposed by economic and social conditions.

Not All Okies Are White recaptures the ways of life for black migrant workers, as well as Hispanics and
Native Americans, in the first half of the century through richly detailed interviews of the families of
Randolph's founders. Through the words of each narrator, these personal stories recount work experiences
and survival strategies, offering new insights into the people's relationship to the land. The narratives reveal a
creative tension between place and identity, movement and migration. LeSeur provides a historical, cultural,
and literary context for the oral histories by incorporating news articles, information culled from historical
society archives, analyses of films and novels, advertisements, and photographs.

An innovative blend of history telling and literary analysis, Not All Okies Are White describes LeSeur's
acquaintance with and growing involvement in the lives of the residents of Randolph and surrounding farm
communities. The result is a highly accessible cross-disciplinary study that will appeal to scholars and
general readers interested in oral history, African American history, multicultural studies, and women's
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book Not All Okies Are White: The Lives of Black
Cotton Pickers in Arizona it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Pamela Guarino:

This Not All Okies Are White: The Lives of Black Cotton Pickers in Arizona is great book for you because
the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Not All Okies Are White: The Lives of Black Cotton Pickers in Arizona in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that
offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Raymond McMillion:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books
in the top collection in your reading list is actually Not All Okies Are White: The Lives of Black Cotton
Pickers in Arizona. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Margaret Parker:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Not All Okies Are White: The Lives of Black Cotton Pickers in Arizona was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of



a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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