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Ian Hamilton Finlay (1925–2006) was one of Scotland's leading twentieth-century public intellectuals, and
famously one of its most brilliant and combative correspondents. His letters raise issues of particular and
widespread interest both within Scotland and further afield. His correspondence with Stephen Bann, the
English poet and academic, have a very special place in this context. These letters present in a clear and
commensurable form the development of his ideas about poetry and art, and increasingly about sculpture and
gardening, over this critical five-year period of his creative life.

The letters begin when Bann was still a student at Cambridge, and Finlay was living in considerable hardship
in Edinburgh, though he already had a significant international reputation as a poet. They reveal in
fascinating and intimate detail the poet's developing creative process, and also record his often turbulent
relationship to the worlds of literature, art, and critical journalism. When he settles in Lanarkshire, he begins
to develop the ideas that will result in the creation of the world-famous sculpture garden known as Little
Sparta.

This book, edited, introduced, and annotated by Bann himself, is a unique and compelling self-portrait of the
man who is now recognized not only as a great poet, but also as a major artist and one of the most original
garden designers of modern times.

Stephen Bann is a poet, historian, and cultural critic. He is an emeritus professor of the history of art at
Bristol University, and the author of numerous books and articles.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

The knowledge that you get from Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69 will
be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay
to Stephen Bann 1964-69 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69
instantly.

Joseph Taylor:

The e-book untitled Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69 is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-
69 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Katie McCants:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay
to Stephen Bann 1964-69 is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Camille Wolfe:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need
to know that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Midway:
Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69.
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