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Juan Bautista de Anza arrived in Santa Fe at a time when New Mexico, like Spain’s other North American
colonies, faced heightened threats from Indians and international rivals. As governor of New Mexico from
1778 to 1788, Anza enacted a series of changes in the colony’s governance that helped preserve it as a
Spanish territory and strengthen the larger empire to which it belonged. Although Anza is best known for his
travels to California as a young man, this book, the first comprehensive biography of Anza, shows his greater
historical importance as a soldier and administrator in the history of North America.

Historian Carlos R. Herrera argues that Anza’s formative years in Sonora, Mexico, contributed to his success
as a colonial administrator. Having grown up in New Spain’s northern territory, Anza knew the daily
challenges that the various ethnic groups encountered in this region of limited resources, and he saw both the
advantages and the pitfalls of the region’s strong Franciscan presence. Anza's knowledge of frontier terrains
and peoples helped make him a more effective military and political leader.

When raiding tribes threatened the colony during his tenure as governor, Anza rode into battle, killing the
great Comanche war chief Cuerno Verde in 1779 and later engineering a peace treaty formally concluded in
1786. As the colonial overseer of the imperial policies known as the Bourbon Reforms, he also implemented
a series of changes in the colony’s bureaucratic, judicial, and religious institutions. Charged with militarizing
New Mexico so that it could contribute to the maintenance of the empire, Anza curtailed the social, political,
and economic power the Franciscans had long enjoyed and increased Spain’s authority in the region.

By combining administrative history with narrative biography, Herrera shows that Juan Bautista de Anza
was more than an explorer. Devoted equally to the Spanish empire and to the North American region he
knew intimately, Governor Anza shaped the history of New Mexico at a critical juncture.
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From reader reviews:

James Senters:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in New
Mexico seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in New
Mexico is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the
book Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in New Mexico. You never sense lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Marcia Fullerton:

This book untitled Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in New Mexico to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Jane Rich:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in
New Mexico, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Corey Barksdale:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in New Mexico will give you new experience in reading a
book.
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