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This collection presents a rich, multidisciplinary inquiry into the role of religion in the Mexican American
community. Breaking new ground by analyzing the influence of religion on Mexican American literature,
art, activism, and popular culture, it makes the case for the establishment of Mexican American religious
studies as a distinct, recognized field of scholarly inquiry. Scholars of religion, Latin American, and
Chicano/a studies as well as of sociology, anthropology, and literary and performance studies, address
several broad themes. Taking on questions of history and interpretation, they examine the origins of Mexican
American religious studies and Mario Barrera’s theory of internal colonialism. In discussions of the utopian
community founded by the preacher and activist Reies López Tijerina, César Chávez’s faith-based activism,
and the Los Angeles-based Católicos Por La Raza movement of the late 1960s, other contributors focus on
mystics and prophets. Still others illuminate popular Catholicism by looking at Our Lady of Guadalupe,
home altars, and Los Pastores dramas (nativity plays) as vehicles for personal, social, and political
empowerment.

Turning to literature, contributors consider Gloria Anzaldúa’s view of the borderlands as a mystic vision and
the ways that Chicana writers invoke religious symbols and rhetoric to articulate a moral vision highlighting
social injustice. They investigate the role of healing, looking at it in relation to both the Latino Pentecostal
movement and the practice of the curanderismo tradition in East Los Angeles. Delving into to popular
culture, they reflect on Luis Valdez’s video drama La Pastorela: “The Shepherds’ Play,” the spirituality of
Chicana art, and the religious overtones of the reverence for the slain Tejana music star Selena. This volume
signals the vibrancy and diversity of the practices, arts, traditions, and spiritualities that reflect and inform
Mexican American religion.

Contributors: Rudy V. Busto, Davíd Carrasco, Socorro Castañeda-Liles, Gastón Espinosa, Richard R. Flores,
Mario T. García, María Herrera-Sobek, Luís D. León, Ellen McCracken, Stephen R. Lloyd-Moffett, Laura E.
Pérez, Roberto Lint Saragena, Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo, Kay Turner
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Mexican American
Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Albert Jones:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.

Earnest Moss:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Mexican American Religions:
Spirituality, Activism, and Culture is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Herbert Gist:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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