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This novel was first published by Faber in August 1940 under the title, The Loss of Eden. It was then
reissued by the British Publishers Guild (a wartime cooperative venture), in March 1941, with the more
arresting and overt title, If Hitler Comes: A Cautionary Tale. It was a work of speculative fiction with a
moral purpose. It was a counterblast to the waverers, to those of a defeatist mien who could convince
themselves an arrangement between Great Britain and Nazi Germany wouldn't be such a bad thing
after all.

The original Faber book description asks, 'What would it be like in England, if, after a premature
peace on plausibly equal terms, we found that this ''peace'' had merely delivered us completely into
Hitler's hands?' It continues, 'The imaginary New Zealand journalist, writing retrospectively as an
eye-witness from the security of the Antipodes, tell us what happened - or rather what might have
happened. And so precise and logical does he make the narrative, so real the characters, so vivid the
scenes, that in reading we are almost persuaded that it did happen. Then we say: ''Nothing could be
worse than that!''

In their foreword and dedication, the authors, Douglas Brown and Christopher Serpell, write:

'This is no fanciful picture. It is painted from life, with England as the background instead of Bohemia
or Poland or any other country now under the Nazi heel. It is not intended to cause despondency or
alarm, but to confirm and justify that resolution with which we are now fighting.

If such a tale is to have a dedication it can only be to:

THOSE WILL NOT LET THIS HAPPEN'

'It is a work of fiction, but the authors write so convincingly and have so keenly observed recent events
and the men who have helped to fashion them that their narrative reads like a true historical picture
of England with Hitler and the Nazis in control. This remarkable book should be widely read, not
merely as an awful warning, but also because it is so movingly and skilfully written.' Education

'The events it describes are so appallingly life-like that I found it difficult to remember that I was only
reading a 'novel' . . . If the Ministry of Information want to attack defeatism, they should distribute
free copies throughout Whitehall and the country houses of England.' New Statesman and Nation
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Crawford:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific If Hitler Comes: A Cautionary Tale
to read.

Lucia Stevenson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular If Hitler Comes:
A Cautionary Tale is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Eunice Huynh:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love If Hitler Comes: A
Cautionary Tale, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Anthony Perez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important
in your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this If Hitler Comes: A Cautionary Tale can make you
experience more interested to read.
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