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Gems are objects of wealth, icons of beauty, and emblems of the very best of everything. They are kept as
signs of prestige or power. Given as tokens of love and affection, they also come in a kaleidoscopic array of
hues and can be either mineral or organic. Gems can command a person’s gaze in the way they play with
light and express rich color. And they can evoke feelings of passion, greed, mystery, and warmth.

For millennia, gems have played an important role in human culture: they have significant value, both
financially and within folklore and mythology. But just what are gems, exactly? This lavishly illustrated
volume—the most ambitious publication of its kind—provides a general introduction to gems and natural
gemstones, conveying their timeless beauty and exploring similarities among different species and varieties.
Gems and Gemstones features nearly 300 color images of the cut gems, precious and semiprecious stones,
gem-quality mineral specimens, and fine jewelry to be unveiled in a new Grainger Hall of Gems at The Field
Museum in Chicago this October. The book and exhibition’s overarching theme will be the relationship
between finished gems and their natural origin: while beautiful as faceted and polished pieces of jewelry,
gems are often just as lovely—or even more so—as gemstones in their natural state. For example, an
aquamarine or emerald as originally found in a mine with its natural crystal faces can be as stunning as any
cut and polished gem prepared for a ring, bracelet, or charm.

Thoughtful of both ancient and modern times, Gems and Gemstones also includes fun-filled facts and
anecdotes that broaden the historical portrait of each specimen. When Harry Winston, for instance, donated
the Hope Diamond to the Smithsonian in 1958, he sent it through the U.S. mail wrapped in plain brown
paper. And for anyone who has ever marveled at the innovations of top jewelry designers, Gems and
Gemstones features a dazzling array of polished stones, gold objects, and creations from around the world.
Diamonds, sapphires, rubies, amethysts, pearls, topaz, amber—every major gem gets its due in what will be
an invaluable source on the subject for years to come.

Gems and Gemstones is the basis for the iPad app, available in the Apple iTunes App Store, Gems and
Jewels.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Pritchard:

With other case, little persons like to read book Gems and Gemstones: Timeless Natural Beauty of the
Mineral World. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important the book Gems and Gemstones: Timeless Natural Beauty of the Mineral World. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's read.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

This book untitled Gems and Gemstones: Timeless Natural Beauty of the Mineral World to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Guadalupe Hauser:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Gems and Gemstones: Timeless Natural Beauty of the
Mineral World can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Terry McConnell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will
filled update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time
to open your book? Or just in search of the Gems and Gemstones: Timeless Natural Beauty of the Mineral
World when you required it?
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