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Examining the significant influence of the Soviet Union on the work of four major African American
authors—and on twentieth-century American debates about race—Beyond the Color Line and the Iron
Curtain remaps black modernism, revealing the importance of the Soviet experience in the formation of a
black transnationalism.
Langston Hughes, W. E. B. Du Bois, Claude McKay, and Paul Robeson each lived or traveled extensively in
the Soviet Union between the 1920s and the 1960s, and each reflected on Communism and Soviet life in
works that have been largely unavailable, overlooked, or understudied. Kate A. Baldwin takes up these
writings, as well as considerable material from Soviet sources—including articles in Pravda and Ogonek,
political cartoons, Russian translations of unpublished manuscripts now lost, and mistranslations of major
texts—to consider how these writers influenced and were influenced by both Soviet and American culture.
Her work demonstrates how the construction of a new Soviet citizen attracted African Americans to the
Soviet Union, where they could explore a national identity putatively free of class, gender, and racial biases.
While Hughes and McKay later renounced their affiliations with the Soviet Union, Baldwin shows how, in
different ways, both Hughes and McKay, as well as Du Bois and Robeson, used their encounters with the U.
S. S. R. and Soviet models to rethink the exclusionary practices of citizenship and national belonging in the
United States, and to move toward an internationalism that was a dynamic mix of antiracism,
anticolonialism, social democracy, and international socialism.
Recovering what Baldwin terms the "Soviet archive of Black America," this book forces a rereading of some
of the most important African American writers and of the transnational circuits of black modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Banks:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Beyond the Color Line and the
Iron Curtain: Reading Encounters between Black and Red, 1922-1963 (New Americanists) book as beginner
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

William Pare:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Beyond the Color Line and the Iron Curtain: Reading Encounters between Black and
Red, 1922-1963 (New Americanists).

Rigoberto Stansell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Beyond the Color Line and the Iron
Curtain: Reading Encounters between Black and Red, 1922-1963 (New Americanists), it is possible to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Audra Yoder:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Beyond the Color Line and the Iron Curtain:
Reading Encounters between Black and Red, 1922-1963 (New Americanists) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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