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A Place To Be Navajo is the only book-length ethnographic account of a revolutionary Indigenous self-
determination movement that began in 1966 with the Rough Rock Demonstration School. Called Diné
Bi'ólta', The People's School, in recognition of its status as the first American Indian community-controlled
school, Rough Rock was the first to teach in the Native language and to produce a body of quality children's
literature by and about Navajo people. These innovations have positioned the school as a leader in American
Indian and bilingual/bicultural education and have enabled school participants to wield considerable
influence on national policy. This book is a critical life history of this singular school and community.

McCarty's account grows out of 20 years of ethnographic work by the author with the Diné (Navajo)
community of Rough Rock. The story is told primarily through written text, but also through the striking
black-and-white images of photographer Fred Bia, a member of the Rough Rock community. Unlike most
accounts of Indigenous schooling, this study involves the active participation of Navajo community
members. Their oral testimony and that of other leaders in Indigenous/Navajo education frame and texture
the account.

Informed by critical theories of education, this book is not just the story of a single school and community. It
is also an inquiry into the larger struggle for self-determination by Indigenous and other minoritized
communities, raising issues of identity, voice, and community empowerment. A Place To Be Navajo asks
whether school can be a place where children learn, question, and grow in an environment that values and
builds upon who they are. The author argues that the questions Rough Rock raises, and the responses they
summon, implicate us all.
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From reader reviews:

Adria Jenkins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this A Place to Be Navajo: Rough Rock and the Struggle for Self-Determination in
Indigenous Schooling (Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education).

Craig Baker:

This A Place to Be Navajo: Rough Rock and the Struggle for Self-Determination in Indigenous Schooling
(Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education) is great book for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having A Place to Be Navajo: Rough Rock and the Struggle for Self-Determination in Indigenous
Schooling (Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education) in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world
within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Eddie Drennan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The A Place to Be Navajo: Rough Rock and the Struggle for Self-Determination in Indigenous Schooling
(Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education) provide you with a new experience in reading
through a book.

Bernie Watts:

This A Place to Be Navajo: Rough Rock and the Struggle for Self-Determination in Indigenous Schooling
(Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education) is completely new way for you who has



interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Place to Be
Navajo: Rough Rock and the Struggle for Self-Determination in Indigenous Schooling (Sociocultural,
Political, and Historical Studies in Education) can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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