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Kristine Barnett’s son Jacob has an IQ higher than Einstein’s, a photographic memory, and he taught himself
calculus in two weeks. At nine he started working on an original theory in astrophysics that experts believe
may someday put him in line for a Nobel Prize, and at age twelve he became a paid researcher in quantum
physics. But the story of Kristine’s journey with Jake is all the more remarkable because his extraordinary
mind was almost lost to autism. At age two, when Jake was diagnosed, Kristine was told he might never be
able to tie his own shoes.
 
The Spark is a remarkable memoir of mother and son. Surrounded by “experts” at home and in special ed
who tried to focus on Jake’s most basic skills and curtail his distracting interests—moving shadows on the
wall, stars, plaid patterns on sofa fabric—Jake made no progress, withdrew more and more into his own
world, and eventually stopped talking completely. Kristine knew in her heart that she had to make a change.
Against the advice of her husband, Michael, and the developmental specialists, Kristine followed her
instincts, pulled Jake out of special ed, and began preparing him for mainstream kindergarten on her own.
 
Relying on the insights she developed at the daycare center she runs out of the garage in her home, Kristine
resolved to follow Jacob’s “spark”—his passionate interests. Why concentrate on what he couldn’t do? Why
not focus on what he could?  This basic philosophy, along with her belief in the power of ordinary childhood
experiences (softball, picnics, s’mores around the campfire) and the importance of play, helped Kristine
overcome huge odds.
 
The Barnetts were not wealthy people, and in addition to financial hardship, Kristine herself faced serious
health issues. But through hard work and determination on behalf of Jake and his two younger brothers, as
well as an undying faith in their community, friends, and family, Kristine and Michael prevailed. The results
were beyond anything anyone could have imagined.
 
Dramatic, inspiring, and transformative, The Spark is about the power of love and courage in the face of
overwhelming obstacles, and the dazzling possibilities that can occur when we learn how to tap the true
potential that lies within every child, and in all of us.

Praise for The Spark
 
“[An] amazing memoir . . . compulsive reading.”—The Washington Post
 
“The Spark is about the transformative power of unconditional love. If you have a child who’s
‘different’—and who doesn’t?—you won’t be able to put it down.”—Sylvia Nasar, author of A Beautiful
Mind
 
“Love, illness, faith, tragedy and triumph—it’s all here. . . . Jake Barnett’s story contains wisdom for every
parent.”—Newsday
 
“This eloquent memoir about an extraordinary boy and a resilient and remarkable mother will be of interest



to every parent and/or educator hoping to nurture a child’s authentic ‘spark.’”—Publishers Weekly
 
“Compelling . . . Jake is unusual, but so is his superhuman mom.”—Booklist
 
“The Spark describes in glowing terms the profound intensity with which a mother can love her
child.”—Andrew Solomon, author of The Noonday Demon and Far from the Tree
 
“Every parent and teacher should read this fabulous book!”—Temple Grandin, author of Thinking in
Pictures and co-author of The Autistic Brain

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Carson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book The Spark: A Mother's Story of Nurturing, Genius, and
Autism had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Spark: A Mother's Story of Nurturing, Genius,
and Autism is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
while using book The Spark: A Mother's Story of Nurturing, Genius, and Autism. You never really feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Thomas Tritt:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Spark: A Mother's Story of Nurturing, Genius, and
Autism as the daily resource information.

Janelle Garrity:

The actual book The Spark: A Mother's Story of Nurturing, Genius, and Autism has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Kayla Congdon:

Precisely why? Because this The Spark: A Mother's Story of Nurturing, Genius, and Autism is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.
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