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Based on previously classified documents and on interviews with former secret police officers and ordinary
citizens, The Firm is the first comprehensive history of East Germany's secret police, the Stasi, at the
grassroots level. Focusing on Gransee and Perleberg, two East German districts located north of Berlin, Gary
Bruce reveals how the Stasi monitored small-town East Germany. He paints an eminently human portrait of
those involved with this repressive arm of the government, featuring interviews with former officers that
uncover a wide array of personalities, from devoted ideologues to reluctant opportunists, most of whom
talked frankly about East Germany's obsession with surveillance. Their paths after the collapse of
Communism are gripping stories of resurrection and despair, of renewal and demise, of remorse and
continued adherence to the movement. The book also sheds much light on the role of the informant, the
Stasi's most important tool in these out-of-the-way areas. Providing on-the-ground empirical evidence of
how the Stasi operated on a day-to-day basis with ordinary people, this remarkable volume offers an
unparalleled picture of life in a totalitarian state.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Zimmerman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for all of us. The book The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series)
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series) is not
only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book The Firm: The Inside
Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Odis Hillyard:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral
History Series) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Martha Bryant:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series)
was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.

Mellisa Holden:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually
The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series).
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