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The Commanding Heights is about the most powerful political and economic force in the world today -- the
epic struggle between government and the marketplace that has, over the last twenty years, turned the world
upside down and dramatically transformed our lives. Now, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Prize
joins with a leading expert on the new marketplace to explain the revolution in ideas that is reshaping the
modern world. Written with the same sweeping narrative power that made The Prize an enormous success,
The Commanding Heights provides the historical perspective, the global vision, and the insight to help us
understand the tumult of the past half century.
Trillions of dollars in assets and fundamental political power are changing hands as free markets wrest
control from government of the "commanding heights" -- the dominant businesses and industries of the
world economy. Daniel Yergin and Joseph Stanislaw demonstrate that words like "privatization" and
"deregulation" are inadequate to describe the enormous upheaval that is unfolding before our eyes. Along
with the creation of vast new wealth, the map of the global economy is being redrawn. Indeed, the very
structure of society is changing. New markets and new opportunities have brought great new risks as well.
How has all this come about? Who are the major figures behind it? How does it affect our lives?
The collapse of the Soviet Union, the awesome rise of China, the awakening of India, economic revival in
Latin America, the march toward the European Union -- all are a part of this political and economic
revolution. Fiscal realities and financial markets are relentlessly propelling deregulation; achieving a new
balance between government and marketplace will be the major political challenge in the coming years.
Looking back, the authors describe how the old balance was overturned, and by whom. Looking forward,
they explore these questions: Will the new balance prevail? Or does the free market contain the seeds of its
own destruction? Will there be a backlash against any excesses of the free market? And finally, The
Commanding Heights illuminates the five tests by which the success or failure of all these changes can be
measured, and defines the key issues as we enter the twenty-first century.
The Commanding Heights captures this revolution in ideas in riveting accounts of the history and the politics
of the postwar years and compelling tales of the astute politicians, brilliant thinkers, and tenacious
businessmen who brought these changes about. Margaret Thatcher, Donald Reagan, Deng Xiaoping, and Bill
Clinton share the stage with the "Minister of Thought" Keith Joseph, the broommaker's son Domingo
Cavallo, and Friedrich von Hayek, the Austrian economist who was determined to win the twenty-year
"battle of ideas." It is a complex and wide-ranging story, and the authors tell it brilliantly, with a deep
understanding of human character, making critically important ideas lucid and accessible. Written with
unique access to many of the key players, The Commanding Heights, like no other book, brings us an
understanding of the last half of the twentieth century -- and sheds a powerful light on what lies ahead in the
twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy.

Roxanne Pineda:

This The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy without we recognize
teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The
Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy having excellent arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Cheryl Waller:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Commanding
Heights: The Battle for the World Economy that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World
Economy become your own personal starter.

Christina Webb:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Commanding Heights: The Battle
for the World Economy is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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