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Executive orders and proclamations afford presidents an independent means of controlling a wide range of
activities in the federal government—yet they are not mentioned in the U.S. Constitution. In fact, the
controversial edicts known as universal presidential directives seem to violate the separation of powers by
enabling the commander-in-chief to bypass Congress and enact his own policy preferences. As Clinton
White House counsel Paul Begala remarked on the numerous executive orders signed by the president during
his second term: "Stroke of the pen. Law of the land. Kinda cool."

Although public awareness of unilateral presidential directives has been growing over the last
decade—sparked in part by Barack Obama's use of executive orders and presidential memoranda to reverse
many of his predecessor's policies as well as by the number of unilateral directives George W. Bush
promulgated for the "War on Terror"—Graham G. Dodds reminds us that not only has every single president
issued executive orders, such orders have figured in many of the most significant episodes in American
political history. In Take Up Your Pen, Dodds offers one of the first historical treatments of this executive
prerogative and explores the source of this authority; how executive orders were legitimized, accepted, and
routinized; and what impact presidential directives have had on our understanding of the presidency,
American politics, and political development. By tracing the rise of a more activist central government—first
advanced in the Progressive Era by Theodore Roosevelt—Dodds illustrates the growing use of these
directives throughout a succession of presidencies. More important, Take Up Your Pen questions how
unilateral presidential directives fit the conception of democracy and the needs of American citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Hancock:

Here thing why that Take Up Your Pen: Unilateral Presidential Directives in American Politics (Democracy,
Citizenship, and Constitutionalism) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is
good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Take Up Your
Pen: Unilateral Presidential Directives in American Politics (Democracy, Citizenship, and Constitutionalism)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Take Up Your Pen: Unilateral Presidential Directives in American Politics (Democracy,
Citizenship, and Constitutionalism). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Take Up Your Pen: Unilateral Presidential
Directives in American Politics (Democracy, Citizenship, and Constitutionalism) in e-book can be your
choice.

Robert Crawford:

The publication with title Take Up Your Pen: Unilateral Presidential Directives in American Politics
(Democracy, Citizenship, and Constitutionalism) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Marvin Smith:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Take Up Your Pen: Unilateral Presidential Directives in American Politics (Democracy, Citizenship, and
Constitutionalism). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Diane Walker:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking



the Take Up Your Pen: Unilateral Presidential Directives in American Politics (Democracy, Citizenship, and
Constitutionalism) when you needed it?
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