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Pastoral was one of the most popular literary forms of early modern England. Inspired by classical and
Italian Renaissance antecedents, writers from Ben Jonson to John Beaumont and Abraham Cowley wrote in
idealized terms about the English countryside. It is often argued that the Renaissance pastoral was a highly
figurative mode of writing that had more to do with culture and politics than with the actual countryside of
England. For decades now literary criticism has had it that in pastoral verse, hills and crags and moors were
extolled for their metaphoric worth, rather than for their own qualities. In What Else Is Pastoral?, Ken
Hiltner takes a fresh look at pastoral, offering an environmentally minded reading that reconnects the poems
with literal landscapes, not just figurative ones.

Considering the pastoral in literature from Virgil and Petrarch to Jonson and Milton, Hiltner proposes a new
ecocritical approach to these texts. We only become truly aware of our environment, he explains, when its
survival is threatened. As London expanded rapidly during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the city
and surrounding rural landscapes began to look markedly different. Hiltner finds that Renaissance writers
were acutely aware that the countryside they had known was being lost to air pollution, deforestation, and
changing patterns of land use; their works suggest this new absence of nature through their appreciation for
the scraps that remained in memory or in fact. A much-needed corrective to the prevailing interpretation of
pastoral poetry, What Else Is Pastoral? shows the value of reading literature with an ecological eye.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular What Else Is Pastoral?:
Renaissance Literature and the Environment is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Thomas Whitaker:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the publication untitled What Else Is Pastoral?: Renaissance Literature and the Environment can be fine book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Eddie Grabowski:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This What Else Is Pastoral?: Renaissance
Literature and the Environment is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Olivia Dickert:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like What Else Is
Pastoral?: Renaissance Literature and the Environment which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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