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Ronald Reagan’s daughter writes with a moving openness about losing her father to Alzheimer’s disease.
The simplicity with which she reveals the intensity, the rush, the flow of her feelings encompasses all the
surprises and complexities that ambush us when death gradually, unstoppably invades life.

In The Long Goodbye, Patti Davis describes losing her father to Alzheimer’s disease, saying goodbye in
stages, helpless against the onslaught of a disease that steals what is most precious–a person’s memory.
“Alzheimer’s,” she writes, “snips away at the threads, a slow unraveling, a steady retreat; as a witness all you
can do is watch, cry, and whisper a soft stream of goodbyes.”

She writes of needing to be reunited at forty-two with her mother (“she had wept as much as I over our long,
embittered war”), of regaining what they had spent decades demolishing; a truce was necessary to bring
together a splintered family, a few weeks before her father released his letter telling the country and the
world of his illness . . .

The author delves into her memories to touch her father again, to hear his voice, to keep alive the years she
had with him.

She writes as if past and present were coming together, of her memories as a child, holding her father’ s
hand, and as a young woman whose hand is being given away in marriage by her father . . . of her father
teaching her to ride a bicycle, of the moment when he let her go and she went off on her own . . . of his
teaching her the difference between a hawk and a buzzard . . . of the family summer vacations at a rented
beach house–each of them tan, her father looking like the athlete he was, with a swimmer’s broad shoulders
and lean torso. . . . She writes of how her father never resisted solitude, in fact was born for it, of that strange
reserve that made people reach for him. . . . She recalls him sitting at his desk, writing, staring out the
window . . . and she writes about the toll of the disease itself, the look in her father’s eyes, and her efforts to
reel him back to her.

Moving . . . honest . . . an illuminating portrait of grief, of a man, a disease, and a woman and her father.

With a preface written by the author for the eBook edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Kelley:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Long Goodbye. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Long Goodbye. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Robert Carroll:

This The Long Goodbye book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That The Long Goodbye
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
become worry The Long Goodbye can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
The Long Goodbye having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested
in reading.

Jennifer Day:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Long
Goodbye suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Long Goodbyeis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know
the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Long Goodbye is simple bringing
you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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