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Nuns are hardly associated in the popular mind with rebellion and turmoil. In fact, convents have often been
the scenes of conflict, but what went on behind the walls of convents was meant by the church to be
mysterious. Great care was taken to prevent the scandal of factionalism in the nunneries from becoming
widely known. This has made it very difficult to reconstruct the battles fought, the issues debated, and the
relationships tested in such convents. Margaret Chowning has discovered a treasure-trove of documents that
allow an intimate look at two crises that wracked the convent of La Purisima Concepcion in San Miguel el
Grande, New Spain (Mexico). At the heart of both rebellions were attempts by some nuns to impose a
regimen of strict observance of their vows on the others, and the resistance mounted by those who had a
different view of the convent and their own role in it. Would the community adopt as austere a lifestyle as
they could endure, doing manual labor, suffering hunger and physical discomfort, deprived of the society of
family and friends? Or would these women be allowed to lead comfortable and private lives when not at
prayer? Accusations and counteraccusations flew. First one side and then the other seemed to have the upper
hand. For a time, a mysterious and dramatic illness broke out among the rebellious nuns, capturing the
limelight. Were they faking? Were they unconsciously influenced by their ringleader, the charismatic and
manipulative young women who first experienced the mal? Rebellious Nuns covers the history of the
convent from its founding in 1752 to the forced eviction of the nuns in 1863. While the period of rebellion is
at the center of the narrative, Chowning also gives an account of the factors that led up to the crises and the
rebellions continuing repercussions on the convent in the decades to follow. Drawing on an abundance of
sources, including numerous letters written by the bishop and local vicar as well as nuns of both factions,
Chowning is able to give us not just the voices but the personalities of the nuns and other actors. In this way
she makes it possible for us to empathize with all of them and to appreciate the complicated dynamics of
having committed your life not only to God but to your community.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

The book Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-
1863? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many data for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled
History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Reveles:

This Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-
1863 without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 can bring
any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent,
1752-1863 having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Emmanuel Young:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863, you may tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Tania Hansen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled
History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,



dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Rebellious
Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 as good book not just by the cover but also
from the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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