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The question that launches Job’s story is posed by God at the outset of the story: “Have you considered my
servant Job?” (1:8; 2:3). By any estimation the answer to this question must be yes. The forty-two chapters
that form the biblical story have in fact opened the story to an ongoing practice of reading and rereading,
evaluating and reevaluating. Early Greek and Jewish translators emphasized some aspects of the story and
omitted others; the Church Fathers interpreted Job as a forerunner of Christ, while medieval Jewish
commentators debated conservative and liberal interpretations of God’s providential love. Artists, beginning
at least in the Greco-Roman period, painted and sculpted their own interpretations of Job. Novelists,
playwrights, poets, and musicians—religious and irreligious, from virtually all points of the globe—have
added their own distinctive readings.

In Have You Considered My Servant Job?, Samuel E. Balentine examines this rich and varied history of
interpretation by focusing on the principal characters in the story—Job, God, the satan figure, Job’s wife, and
Job’s friends. Each chapter begins with a concise analysis of the biblical description of these characters, then
explores how subsequent readers have expanded or reduced the story, shifted its major emphases or retained
them, read the story as history or as fiction, and applied the morals of the story to the present or dismissed
them as irrelevant.

Each new generation of readers is shaped by different historical, cultural, and political contexts, which in
turn require new interpretations of an old yet continually mesmerizing story. Voltaire read Job one way in
the eighteenth century, Herman Melville a different way in the nineteenth century. Goethe’s reading of the
satan figure in Faust is not the same as Chaucer’s in The Canterbury Tales, and neither is fully consonant
with the Testament of Job or the Qur’an. One need only compare the descriptions of God in the biblical
account with the imaginative renderings by Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, and Franz Kafka to see that the
effort to understand why God afflicts Job “for no reason” (2:3) continues to be both compelling and
endlessly complicated.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding the
Biblical Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The reserve Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding the Biblical Archetype of Patience
(Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) is not only giving you more new information but also to get
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship while using book Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding the
Biblical Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament). You never really feel lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Dane People:

The experience that you get from Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding the Biblical
Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) will be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to recognise but Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding the Biblical
Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Have You Considered My Servant Job?:
Understanding the Biblical Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) instantly.

Patrick Allen:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Have You Considered My Servant
Job?: Understanding the Biblical Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Erica Northern:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Have You Considered My



Servant Job?: Understanding the Biblical Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old
Testament) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding the Biblical Archetype
of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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