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Escrito durante quase uma década, esse "romance-ideia", como o denominou o autor, "O catatau" é um
monólogo onírico de René Descartes em visita a Pernambuco no período holandês. Diante do absurdo da
natureza dos trópicos e dos costumes dos indígenas, o filósofo vê sua razão naufragar: "Duvido se existo,
quem sou eu se esse tamanduá existe?", pergunta.
Num texto lúdico, parodiando as narrativas dos viajantes e empregando recursos do Concretismo e do
Tropicalismo, Leminski cria uma fábula inovadora e radical, firmando-se como um dos grandes explicadores
do Brasil.

O leitor tem em mãos um clássico da literatura brasileira recente. O Catatau (1975) de Paulo Leminski é um
texto experimental que se filia à grande tradição das novelas satíricas e filosóficas, tais como Gargantua de
Rabelais, Gulliver de Swift, Jacques, o fatalista de Diderot, Robinson Crusoe de Defoe. Tanto é que o núcleo
da fábula do Catatau trata de uma insólita vinda do filósofo René Descartes a Recife, no tempo do Brasil
holandês. Submetido ao trópico e à exótica natureza tupiniquim, após fumar certa erva que lhe sequestra a
clareza de pensamento, René Descartes, ou simplesmente Cartésio, delira enquanto espera a vinda do oficial
do exército da Companhia das Índias Ocidentais, o polonês Krzysztof Arciszewski, o qual ficou de lhe
explicar esse inabordável Brasil.

O Catatau é, pois, um texto de vanguarda que trata de assuntos afeitos aos séculos 16 e 17. Nele o autor
emprega recursos como neologismos, aforismos, filosofemas e trocadilhos nonsense, parodiando clássicos
portugueses, constituindo-se em verdadeiro tesouro de invenção prosódica da língua, que une o falar culto ao
popular. Nesse sentido o Catatau pode ser encarado como um romance Tropicalista, Concretista,
Neobarroco.

- Maurício Arruda Mendonça
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Catatau (Portuguese Edition) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Catatau (Portuguese Edition)
content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Catatau (Portuguese Edition)
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Ronald Ybarra:

The particular book Catatau (Portuguese Edition) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after looking over this book.

Elvis Quinlan:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Catatau (Portuguese Edition) is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Darren Reid:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Catatau (Portuguese
Edition).
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