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In the years between World War II and the emergence of television as a mass medium, American popular
culture as we know it was first created—in the pulpy, boldly illustrated pages of comic books. No sooner had
this new culture emerged than it was beaten down by church groups, community bluestockings, and a
McCarthyish Congress—only to resurface with a crooked smile on its face in Mad magazine.

The story of the rise and fall of those comic books has never been fully told—until The Ten-Cent Plague.
David Hajdu's remarkable new book vividly opens up the lost world of comic books, its creativity,
irreverence, and suspicion of authority.

When we picture the 1950s, we hear the sound of early rock and roll. The Ten-Cent Plague shows
how—years before music—comics brought on a clash between children and their parents, between prewar
and postwar standards. Created by outsiders from the tenements, garish, shameless, and often shocking,
comics spoke to young people and provided the guardians of mainstream culture with a big target. Parents,
teachers, and complicit kids burned comics in public bonfires. Cities passed laws to outlaw comics. Congress
took action with televised hearings that nearly destroyed the careers of hundreds of artists and writers.

The Ten-Cent Plague radically revises common notions of popular culture, the generation gap, and the divide
between "high" and "low" art. As he did with the lives of Billy Strayhorn and Duke Ellington (in Lush Life)
and Bob Dylan and his circle (in Positively 4th Street), Hajdu brings a place, a time, and a milieu
unforgettably back to life.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Freeman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-Book Scare and
How It Changed America is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

John Bradley:

The knowledge that you get from The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-Book Scare and How It Changed
America could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great
Comic-Book Scare and How It Changed America giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this kind of The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-Book Scare and How It Changed America
instantly.

Curtis Hernandez:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-Book Scare and How It Changed America offer you a
new experience in reading through a book.

Joan Morris:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-
Book Scare and How It Changed America can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one
book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have
The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-Book Scare and How It Changed America.
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