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Whampoa Military Academy was China's first modern military institution. For decades the "Spirit of
Whampoa" was invoked as the highest praise to all Chinese soldiers who guarded their nation heroically. But
of all the battles these soldiers have fought, the most challenging one was the civil war that resulted in the
"great divide" of China in the mid-twentieth century. In 1949 the Communists exiled a million soldiers and
their families to compounds in Taiwan and cut off communication with mainland China for forty years.

The Last of the Whampoa Breed tells the stories of the exiles written by their descendants, many of whom
have become Taiwan's most important authors. The book is an important addition to the vastly
underrepresented literature of Taiwan in translation and sheds light on the complex relationship between
Taiwan and the People's Republic of China. Western readers will not at first recognize the experiences of
these soldiers who were severed from a traditional past only to face unfulfilled promises and uncertain
futures. Many of the exiles were doomed to live and die homeless and loveless. Yet these life stories reveal a
magnanimous, natural dignity that has transcended prolonged mental suffering. "I Wanted to Go to War"
describes the sadly ineffectual, even comic attempts to "recapture the mainland." The old soldier in "Tale of
Two Strangers" asks to have his ashes scattered over both the land of his dreams and the island that has
sheltered him for forty years.

Some of the stories recount efforts to make peace with life in Taiwan, as in "Valley of Hesitation," and the
second generation's struggles to find a place in the native island society as in "The Vanishing Ball" and "In
Remembrance of My Buddies from the Military Compound." Narrating the homeland remembered and the
homeland in reality, the stories in this book affirm that "we shall not let history be burned to mere ashes."
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From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Last of the Whampoa Breed (Modern Chinese
Literature from Taiwan). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important any book The Last of the Whampoa Breed (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan). You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Melissa Wilcox:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Last of the Whampoa Breed (Modern Chinese
Literature from Taiwan) as the daily resource information.

Ruby Sprankle:

The actual book The Last of the Whampoa Breed (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Lorri Nicholson:

The Last of the Whampoa Breed (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing
The Last of the Whampoa Breed (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) yet doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.
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