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This book provides a thoroughly documented discussion of ancient Roman ideologies of masculinity and
sexuality with a focus on ancient representations of sexual experience between males. It gathers a wide range
of evidence from the second century B.C. to the second century A.D.--above all from such literary texts as
courtroom speeches, love poetry, philosophy, epigram, and history, but also graffiti and other inscriptions as
well as artistic artifacts--and uses that evidence to reconstruct the contexts within which Roman texts were
created and had their meaning. The book takes as its starting point the thesis that in order to understand the
Roman material, we must make the effort to set aside any preconceptions we might have regarding sexuality,
masculinity, and effeminacy.

Williams' book argues in detail that for the writers and readers of Roman texts, the important distinctions
were drawn not between homosexual and heterosexual, but between free and slave, dominant and
subordinate, masculin and effeminate as conceived in specifically Roman terms. Other important questions
addressed by this book include the differences between Roman and Greek practices and ideologies; the
influence exerted by distinctively Roman ideals of austerity; the ways in which deviations from the norms of
masculine sexual practice were negotiated both in the arena of public discourse and in real men's lives; the
relationship between the rhetoric of "nature" and representations of sexual practices; and the extent to which
same-sex marriages were publicly accepted.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Siegrist:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their
particular spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a
book called Roman Homosexuality: Ideologies of Masculinity in Classical Antiquity (Ideologies of Desire)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Mary Tiller:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Roman
Homosexuality: Ideologies of Masculinity in Classical Antiquity (Ideologies of Desire) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Larry Devries:

The reserve with title Roman Homosexuality: Ideologies of Masculinity in Classical Antiquity (Ideologies of
Desire) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Jeffrey Cooks:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Roman Homosexuality: Ideologies of Masculinity in
Classical Antiquity (Ideologies of Desire) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating
this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Roman Homosexuality: Ideologies of Masculinity in Classical Antiquity (Ideologies of
Desire).
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