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Suffering from a bad heart, emphysema, glaucoma, and deafness, Thurgood Marshall finally retired from the
Supreme Court at the age of 82 in spite of having always claimed "I was appointed to a life term, and I
intend to serve it." Many observers felt he should have left much earlier.

Life appointments make Supreme Court justices among the most powerful officials in government and allow
even dysfunctional judges to stay on long after they should have departed. For that reason, when a justice
leaves the bench is often as controversial as when he's appointed. This first comprehensive historical
treatment of their deaths, resignations, and retirements explains when and why justices do step down. It
considers the diverse circumstances under which they leave office and clarifies why they often are reluctant
to, showing how factors like pensions, party loyalty, or personal pride come into play. It also relates physical
ailments to mental faculties, offering examples of how a justice's disability sometimes affects Court
decisions.

David Atkinson examines each of the nearly 100 men who have left the bench and provides anecdotal
glimpses into the lives of famous and obscure justices alike. He reveals how men like Salmon Chase and
William O. Douglas determinedly continued to serve after suffering strokes, how Joseph McKenna
persevered despite knowing he was professionally unqualified, and how, long before Thurgood Marshall, the
ailing octogenarian Gabriel Duvall finally retired after struggling to protect another ideological position on
the Court.

Ultimately, Atkinson shows just how human these people are and enhances our understanding of how the
Court conducts its business. He also suggests specific ways to improve the present situation, weighing the
pros and cons of mandatory retirement and calling for reform in the delegation of duties to law clerks who in
recent years have dominated the actual writing of many justices' decisions.

As the current Court ages, how long might we expect justices to remain on the bench? Because our next
president will likely make several appointments, now is the time to consider what shape the Supreme Court
will take in the next century. Offering a wealth of information never before collected, Leaving the Bench
provides substantial grist for that debate and will serve as an unimpeachable reference on the Court.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Nelson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Leaving the Bench:
Supreme Court Justices at the End? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have other opinion?

James Jones:

This Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at
the End can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Peter Beaton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End, you may tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
book.

Jamie Ault:

The guide untitled Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End is the e-book that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.



Download and Read Online Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court
Justices at the End David N. Atkinson #E63QYAKW1ZH



Read Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End by
David N. Atkinson for online ebook

Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End by David N. Atkinson Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End by David N. Atkinson books
to read online.

Online Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End by David N. Atkinson
ebook PDF download

Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End by David N. Atkinson Doc

Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End by David N. Atkinson Mobipocket

Leaving the Bench: Supreme Court Justices at the End by David N. Atkinson EPub


