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New York City has been home to a Puerto Rican population since the mid-1900s, with the most noticeable
migration boom beginning in the 1950s. As Puerto Ricans settled in New York over the years they stamped
the city with their culture, indelibly altering neighborhoods like the South Bronx, the Lower East Side,
Williamsburg, and downtown Brooklyn with rhythm, style, flavor, art, language, and claro, Latino cuisine.
 
Arlene Gottfried, herself a native New Yorker, grew up side by-side with the burgeoning Puerto Rican
community, never straying far from its influence whether living in Brooklyn or the LES. In the heart of the
barrio, Gottfried began shooting pictures inspired by her bohemian friends and using them as subjects—in
apartments, on the streets, and in the park, in times of radiant joy and heart-breaking sorrow.

 Bacalaitos & Fireworks is Gottfried’s ode to Nuyorican life and style, from the 70s to the present, shot with
an unfailingly lyrical eye and full of vibrant personalities: eccentric bad-boys, white-clad church-goers, an
afro-sporting poet in a groovy leisure suit, a gambling grandpa with painted-on eyebrows and a cowboy
mustache, and even your grandparents’ beloved, plastic-covered furniture.

This is the New York of broken televisions littered throughout the streets, burned-out abandoned buildings,
neighborhood fiestas with pigs roasting on spits, and home to outcasts living in poverty. Gottfried offers
first-hand testimony to the pain of alienation, neglect, drug addiction, and ultimately crime, prison, and
death. But there is also evidence of the lively and intimate community that helps them overcome these
obstacles.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Buentello:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Bacalaitos & Fireworks book since this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Alfred Greenwell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Bacalaitos & Fireworks, you can enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Ralph Scott:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Bacalaitos & Fireworks publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Bacalaitos & Fireworks as good book
not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Tiffany Zamora:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Bacalaitos & Fireworks we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Bacalaitos &
Fireworks. You can more appealing than now.
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