
Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism
Terje Oestigaard

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00KGDRRLQ
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00KGDRRLQ
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00KGDRRLQ


Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism

Terje Oestigaard

Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism Terje Oestigaard
The Christian religion is deeply imbued with the imagery of water, and water plays a central role in its
religious practices, not least in baptism. Yet the wider role of water in Christianity has been little explored. In
this pioneering book, Terje Oestigaard uses the dramatic changes that took place in perceptions of water
during the Reformation to reveal the importance that water played in structuring society and religion in the
post-Reformation period.

Prior to the Reformation, most common people believed misfortune and catastrophe were caused by the
devil, and sought protection in the use of holy water blessed by the local priest. Holy water and holy wells
gave laypeople a powerful weapon
which could be used to keep the devil away, cure illness and protect fields, property and family. But with the
Reformation, the nature of holy water was challenged and belief in the efficacy of holy water and holy wells
was attacked as Popish magic and superstition: the status of holy water became one of the main
battlegrounds between Protestants and Catholics. The author explores these conflicting views on the spiritual
qualities of water and their consequences for society at large. He traces the changing views of nature that
arose with Enlightenment developments in the scientific understanding
of water and the hydrological cycle, and shows how the emergence of a natural theology helped encourage a
belief in the Protestant work ethic whereby wealth and economic success equated with religious excellence.
The author concludes
by examining – and challenging – Weber’s claim that the protestant work ethic and capitalist spirit of
enterprise that was so important to the later success of the Industrial Revolution came about when magic and
superstition were eliminated from religion by the Reformation.

The result is a highly original work that provides one of the most detailed explorations of the importance of
the role of water in structuring society and religion in post-Reformation England. Offering fresh insights into
the development of society and religion, it will be welcomed by all those with an interest in water, religion,
sociology, and the Reformation period.
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From reader reviews:

Jasmine Myers:

This Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism without we realize teach the one who examining
it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Water, Christianity and the Rise of
Capitalism can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism
having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Hal Clemens:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism book is readable by simply you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism content conveys objective easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
still thinking Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Jerri Montgomery:

This Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism can be one of
the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual
with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Katherine Shadrick:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you



read this Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.
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