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Using previously unpublished material from the National Archives, David Thomas, David Carlton, and Anne
Etienne provide a new perspective on British cultural history. Statutory censorship was first introduced in
Britain by Sir Robert Walpole with his Licensing Act of 1737. Previously theatre censorship was exercised
under the Royal Prerogative. By giving the Lord Chamberlain statutory powers of theatre censorship,
Walpole ensured that confusion over the relationship between the Royal Prerogative and statute law would
prevent any serious challenge to theatre censorship in Parliament until the twentieth century.

The authors place theatre censorship legislation and its attempted reform in their wider political context.
Sections outlining the political history of key periods explain why theatre censorship legislation was
introduced in 1737, why attempts to reform the legislation failed in 1832, 1909, and 1949, and finally
succeeded in 1968. Opposition from Edward VII helped to prevent the abolition of theatre censorship in
1909. In 1968, theatre censorship was abolished despite opposition from Elizabeth II, Lord Cobbold (her
Lord Chamberlain) and Harold Wilson (her Prime Minister). There was strong support for theatre censorship
on the part of commercial theatre managers who saw censorship as offering protection from vexatious
prosecution. A policy of inertia and deliberate obfuscation on the part of Home Office officials helped to
prevent the abolition of theatre censorship legislation until 1968. It was only when playwrights, directors,
critics, audiences, and politicians (notably Roy Jenkins) applied combined pressure that theatre censorship
was finally abolished.

The volume concludes by exploring whether new forms of covert censorship have replaced the statutory
theatre censorship abolished with the 1968 Theatres Act.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Fung:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Theatre Censorship: From Walpole
to Wilson is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Thomas Deleon:

This Theatre Censorship: From Walpole to Wilson usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Theatre Censorship: From Walpole to Wilson can be one
of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Theatre
Censorship: From Walpole to Wilson forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Teresa Laureano:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Theatre Censorship: From Walpole to Wilson this guide consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Mary Hopkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
niagra Theatre Censorship: From Walpole to Wilson.
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