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This substantially updated edition provides students with an accessible introduction to the literature, history,
and social context of the Old Testament.

Praise for previous editions

"The book is well organized and well written. It is easily accessible to the college-level student and written
with such students in mind. . . . The authors make generous use of maps, charts, photographs, and sidebars to
illuminate the information in the main discussions, and each section and chapter ends with study questions. .
. . The great strength of this book is, as suggested by the title, the blending of matters related to the text and
the context of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible. It not only summarizes what is in the OT/HB but also
provides insight into the world of the biblical characters and biblical writers by integrating relevant
archaeological data, social-historical issues, and insights from critical scholarship. . . . This textbook does a
fine job of preparing the student to read the OT/HB intelligently."
--Phillip Camp, Review of Biblical Literature

"Artistic in its design and solid in its content and presentation, this work provides students with the necessary
background to understand the Bible and its diverse cultures and rich heritage. With its engaging style and
sharp attention to biblical methodology, archaeology, history, and literary genre, as well as its clear
explanations of important biblical terms and thoughtful study questions, this text is a gem for both students
and teachers alike. . . . It is a superb work, and I am grateful to Victor Matthews and James Moyer for
providing teachers of the Bible with a text that answers the needs of today's students."
--Carol J. Dempsey, University of Portland

"This is a fine undergraduate textbook that examines not only the literary and historical aspects of the
biblical texts but also the social context of the people."
--The Bible Today
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From reader reviews:

James Mendoza:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Old Testament:
Text and Context is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Alice Ybarra:

The book The Old Testament: Text and Context has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after scanning this book.

Paul Hardy:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Old Testament: Text and Context your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Old Testament: Text and Context giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Dennis Gaines:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Old Testament: Text and Context. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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