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One of the key tenets of the environmental movement is the need for greater efficiency in our use of
dwindling natural resources, especially coal, natural gas, and oil. If our products are designed to be more
energy efficient, so the thinking goes, our environmental impacts will be reduced and our fossil fuels will last
longer. In this surprising new look at sustainability and conservation, environmentalist Steve Hallett argues
that this thinking is fundamentally flawed. In fact, based on the example of coal use throughout the Industrial
Revolution, more efficiency leads to more consumption, faster depletion of resources, and ultimately more
stress on the planet. This is the efficiency trap.

How do we avoid this trap? Hallett suggests that we focus on protecting natural resources, ecosystems, and
social systems by making them more resilient. Knowing that we have reached limits to growth, we should
work to decentralize energy-delivery services to give homes and communities some measure of
independence. We can also build more sustainable food systems by diversifying the food-production
landscape to address the vulnerabilities of the current supply chain.

Efficiency does have its place in specific areas such as recycling and home insulation, but it will not work as
a long-term approach to our energy dilemma. Yet recognizing the inevitable limits to our growth and the
shortcomings of our current approach to addressing our dwindling resources is a necessary first step toward
the establishment of sound environmental policy.

This realistic appraisal of current environmental thinking will challenge environmentalists and industrialists
alike.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Vincent:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Efficiency Trap:
Finding a Better Way to Achieve a Sustainable Energy Future? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Gregorio Leslie:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled The Efficiency Trap: Finding a Better Way to Achieve a Sustainable
Energy Future can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Anita Sizemore:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Efficiency Trap: Finding a Better Way
to Achieve a Sustainable Energy Future can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Arthur Fabry:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the book
The Efficiency Trap: Finding a Better Way to Achieve a Sustainable Energy Future we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
time book The Efficiency Trap: Finding a Better Way to Achieve a Sustainable Energy Future. You can
more inviting than now.
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