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I wrote these 500 short stories for English learners, primarily for beginner to intermediate levels. However,
advanced learners can also enjoy the subtleties of many of the stories. The stories are for all English learners,
regardless of what their first language is (even if it’s English!). Only 150 words long, each story stems from
news events, my own and others’ personal experiences, and/or my imagination (limited as it is). Many stories
contain references to New York City, where my wife and I are lucky enough to live.

The Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level and Flesch Reading Ease Score follow each story title. These two measures
can guide learners who wish to start with the easiest stories and work their way up to the hardest stories.
Teachers and parents can use these measures to guide their students and children. Grade Levels range from
0.1 to 6.5 (kindergarten to sixth grade), and Reading Ease Scores range from 100 to 62.8 (easiest to hardest).
The two measures correlate inversely, and generally, with each other. Sentences are short, averaging 7.2
words for all stories.

The stories are slices of everyday life, with fantasy thrown in here and there. Some story titles are: Hairy
Ears; When 47 Equals 50; Where Did the Mustard Go?; A Dangerous Light Bulb; Superman at the Driving
Range; Feel the Bananas; I Love New York City!; Till Death Do Us Part; I Hate My Name; Pink Doesn’t
Mean He’s Gay; The Bi-Coastal Cat; The Cow with Two Tails; A Genie in a Bottle; A Big, Fat NYC
Cookie; A Lucky Blind Person; The Dangerous Paper Clip; Smoker Seeks Nonsmoker; That “Old People”
Smell; Mom the Matchmaker; and New, Improved EZ English.

Just so you’ll have an idea of what the stories are like, here’s the first story:

Eat, Sleep, and Think Burgers 2.1, 91.31.
Burger Queen flew Billy and his Bronx coworkers to its training center. After returning, Billy told his
cousin about his trip. “Boy, was it great! I made tons of money in overtime. We were in training 12 days
straight. We worked almost 16 hours a day. We learned how to make ten new menu items. You’ll see
them on the menu next month. Everything was free! I had my own private room in the hotel. The food
was fantastic. The hotel had six different restaurants. I ate all I could eat three times a day. I can’t wait to
go back there again.” Jill asked, “Go back where? Where did you go?” He said, “They said we were in
Texas.” She asked, “They ‘said’? Where in Texas? What city?” He said, “I don’t know. I didn’t even see a
city. All I saw were the hotel and the training center.”

Like many of the other stories, this one is based on fact. “Billy” loves his job. When he told me this story, he
hadn’t been outside of NYC since moving here from his native country. He didn’t seem the least bit bothered



that he hadn’t seen more of Texas. He thoroughly enjoyed the training, the hotel room, the food, and the
money. When I asked the Brooklyn resident if he’d visited the Statue of Liberty yet, he smiled and said he
was too busy. We all have our priorities and interests, which often change over the years. I think someday,
after Billy owns his own “Burger Queen” or two, he might visit the Statue of Liberty—with his children or
grandchildren.

These stories first appeared on my website. My website is www.eslyes.com, which contains 1,600 stories
and dialogues that I wrote. Accompanying them are various Exercises and/or Audio. One reason I wrote
these 150-word stories is so teachers could easily print the stories onto one page. Each story is only one
paragraph, even if it contains quoted conversation.

I have a master’s in Education and taught ESL to adults in Pasadena, CA for 20 years. I hope these stories
will become one small part of the education and entertainment of English learners everywhere.

--Mike Carlson, April 2014
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this English Learner 500 Short Stories for Beginner-Intermediate.

Mary Thomas:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of English Learner 500 Short Stories for
Beginner-Intermediate to read.

May Davidson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually English Learner 500 Short Stories for Beginner-Intermediate.

John Coffin:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book English Learner 500 Short Stories for Beginner-
Intermediate was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book English Learner
500 Short Stories for Beginner-Intermediate has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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