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An intimate, authorized yet totally frank biography of Gore Vidal (1925–2012), one of the most
accomplished, visible, and controversial American novelists and cultural figures of the past century 

The product of thirty years of friendship and conversation, Jay Parini’s Empire of Self digs behind the
glittering surface of Gore Vidal’s colorful career to reveal the complex emotional and sexual truths
underlying his celebrity-strewn life. But there is plenty of glittering surface as well—a virtual Who’s Who of
the twentieth century, from Eleanor Roosevelt and Amelia Earhart through the Kennedys, Johnny Carson,
Leonard Bernstein, and the crème de la crème of Hollywood. Also a generous helping of feuds with the likes
of William F. Buckley, Norman Mailer, Truman Capote, and The New York Times, among other adversaries. 
     The life of Gore Vidal teemed with notable incidents, famous people, and lasting achievements that call
out for careful evocation and examination. Jay Parini crafts Vidal’s life into an accessible, entertaining story
that puts the experience of one of the great American figures of the postwar era into context, introduces the
author and his works to a generation who may not know him, and looks behind the scenes at the man and his
work in ways never possible before his death. Provided with unique access to Vidal’s life and his papers,
Parini excavates many buried skeletons yet never loses sight of his deep respect for Vidal and his astounding
gifts. This is the biography Gore Vidal—novelist, essayist, dramatist, screenwriter, historian, wit,
provocateur, and pioneer of gay rights—has long needed.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Empire of Self: A Life of
Gore Vidal book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Joyce Coolidge:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Empire of Self: A Life of Gore Vidal, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Fran Short:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Empire of Self: A Life of Gore Vidal can give
you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Empire of Self: A Life of Gore Vidal.

Debbie Gray:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Empire of Self: A Life of Gore Vidal to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
publication Empire of Self: A Life of Gore Vidal can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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