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In the early 1990s, Motorola, the legendary American technology company developed a revolutionary
satellite system called Iridium that promised to be its crowning achievement. Light years ahead of anything
previously put into space, and built on technology developed for Ronald Reagan’s “Star Wars,” Iridium’s
constellation of 66 satellites in polar orbit meant that no matter where you were on Earth, at least one
satellite was always overhead, and you could call Tibet from Fiji without a delay and without your call ever
touching a wire.

Iridium the satellite system was a mind-boggling technical accomplishment, surely the future of
communication. The only problem was that Iridium the company was a commercial disaster. Only months
after launching service, it was $11 billion in debt, burning through $100 million a month and crippled by
baroque rate plans and agreements that forced calls through Moscow, Beijing, Fucino, Italy, and elsewhere.
Bankruptcy was inevitable—the largest to that point in American history. And when no real buyers seemed
to materialize, it looked like Iridium would go down as just a “science experiment.”

That is, until Dan Colussy got a wild idea. Colussy, a former head of Pan-Am now retired and working on
his golf game in Palm Beach, heard about Motorola’s plans to “de-orbit” the system and decided he would
buy Iridium and somehow turn around one of the biggest blunders in the history of business.

In Eccentric Orbits, John Bloom masterfully traces the conception, development, and launching of Iridium
and Colussy’s tireless efforts to stop it from being destroyed, from meetings with his motley investor group,
to the Clinton White House, to the Pentagon, to the hunt for customers in special ops, shipping, aviation,
mining, search and rescue—anyone who would need a durable phone at the end of the Earth. Impeccably
researched and wonderfully told, Eccentric Orbits is a rollicking, unforgettable tale of technological
achievement, business failure, the military-industrial complex, and one of the greatest deals of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Eccentric Orbits:
The Iridium Story suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Storyis a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Patrick Walker:

The actual book Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Adam Perlman:

The e-book untitled Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story is the publication that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Beth Johnson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story or even
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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