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A host of catastrophes, natural and otherwise, as well as some pleasant surprises—like the sudden end of the
cold war without a shot being fired—have caught governments and societies unprepared many times in
recent decades. September 11 is only the most obvious recent example among many unforeseen events that
have changed, even redefined our lives. We have every reason to expect more such events in future. Several
kinds of unanticipated scenarios—particularly those of low probability and high impact—have the potential
to escalate into systemic crises. Even positive surprises can be major policy challenges. Anticipating and
managing low-probability events is a critically important challenge to contemporary policymakers, who
increasingly recognize that they lack the analytical tools to do so. Developing such tools is the focus of this
insightful and perceptive volume, edited by renowned author Francis Fukuyama and sponsored by The
American Interest magazine. Bl indside is organized into four main sections. "Thinking about Strategic
Surprise" addresses the psychological and institutional obstacles that prevent leaders from planning for low-
probability tragedies and allocating the necessary resources to deal with them. The following two sections
pinpoint the failures—institutional as well as personal—that allowed key historical events to take leaders by
surprise, and examine the philosophies and methodologies of forecasting. In "Pollyana vs. Cassandra," for
example, James Kurth and Gregg Easterbrook debate the future state of the world going forward. Mitchell
Waldrop explores why technology forecasting is so poor and why that is likely to remain the case. In the
book's final section, "What Could Be," internationally renowned authorities discuss low probability, high-
impact contingencies in their area of expertise. For example, Scott Barrett looks at emerging infectious
diseases, while Gal Luft and Anne Korin discuss energy security. How can we avoid being blindsided by
unforeseen events? There is no easy or obvious answer. But it is essential that we understand the obstacles
that prevent us first from seeing the future clearly and then from acting appropriately on our insights. This
readable and fascinating book is an important step in that direction.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in
Global Politics. Try to make the book Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in
Global Politics as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Jean Spence:

This Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events
and Wild Cards in Global Politics without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild
Cards in Global Politics can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing
Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Edith Macklin:

This Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics in your hand like
having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Irma Chavez:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing



Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Blindside: How to Anticipate
Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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